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PROGRAMME. 


MONDAY. 
0 A.M. 
ORGANIZATION (Not open to Public). 
. P.M. 
ForRMAL OPENING. 
Reports FROM LEAGUES AND CLUBS. 
S FM 
ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT, 


Mrs. J. St. P. Ruffin. 


ADDRESS, 
Mrs. H. 
WoMmAN AND THE Hianer Epucation, 
Ella L. Smith, A. B. A. M. 
ORGANIZATION, 
Mrs. A. 


A. Cook, Washington. 


NEED OF 


Porm, 
Miss A. T. Miller, Boston. 
TUESDAY. 
10 A. M. 
SECRET SESSION. 
2 Fs 
INDUSTRIAL TRAINING, 
Miss L. C. Carter, New York, 


M. 


BERKELEY 


YLORED 
HA LL, 
1895. 


J. Cooper, Washington. 


SU I, 


HALL. 


A PLEA FOR JUSTICE. 
Miss C. E. Hunter. 
ADDRESS, 
Mrs. E. E. 
ADDRESS, 
Mr. B. I. Washington, Tuskegee. 
8 P. M. 
INDIVIDUAL Work ror Morar ELEVATION, 
Mrs. B. T. Washington, Alabama. 
Racer LITERATURE, 
Mrs. Victoria Matthews, New York. 
POLITICAL 
’. Thomas Fortune, Henry B. Blackwell, 


Williams, New York. 


VALUE OF 


EQUALITY, 


William Lloyd Garrison, 


WEDNESDAY. 
10 A. M. 
PURITY, 
Mrs. 
‘TEMPERANCE, 
Mrs. A. G. Brown, Boston; 
Missouri; Mrs. Butler, 
= bs Bee 


SOCIAL 
Agnes Adams, Boston. 


Mrs. L. C. Anthony, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Bustness MEERTING. 
8 P. M. 
RECEPTION. 
THURSDAY. 
Aut Day. 


3USINESS. 





2 THE 


MINUTES OF THE FIRST NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE OF COLORED 
WOMEN. 


The First National Conference of Colored Wo- 
men of America held in Boston, Mass., opened its 
session on Monday, July 29, at 10 A. M.. Mrs. 
J. St. P. Ruffin, President of the Woman’s Era 
Club, calling the meeting to order. Miss Eliza 
Gardner, of the Era Club, offered prayer. The 
call was read by the Reeordine Secretary. <A 
motion was made to elect officers for permanent 
organization, the chair to appoint the committee 
on nomination, with the following result : 

Nominating Committee — Mrs. 
Pittsburg, Pa.: Mrs. Jetivies, Rochester, N. Y. - 


Mrs. Sampson, Boston; Mrs. Garner, New York ; 


Mrs. Pitts, St. Louis, and Mrs. Mahammitt of 


Omaha, who reported the following as officers for 
the convention: Mrs. J. St. P. Ruffin, of the 
Woman’s Era Club, President : Mrs. Helen A. 
Cook and Mrs. Booker T. Washineton, Vice- 
Presidents; Mrs. Pitts and Miss Mliza C. Carter, 
Secretaries. Mrs. Pitts declined and the Seere- 
tary of the Woman’s Era Club, Mrs. H. Smith. 
was eleeted in her place. 

‘ committee on resolutions was appointed to 

wd to Miss Impey the expressions of sym- 

from the convention. Mrs. Pitts, Miss 

auraner and Mrs. Williums comprising the com- 
mittee. 

The following committee on address to estab- 
lish the platform of the convention, was ap- 
pointed: Mrs. Victoria Matthews, Mrs. Bp. FE. 
Washington, Mrs. Aldrich, Miss Ella Smith, Mrs. 
Pitts, Mrs. U. A. Ridley and Mrs. Mahammitt. 

The chair then vave a few sinple rules to goy- 
ern the convention, which were adopted. 

Pages Ernest Kenswill and Franklin Carmand 
Were appointed. 

Motion to adjourn, 

Rules presented and adopted. 1. That speakers 
be limited to five minutes. 2. No person ta cr- ' 
more than twice on the same subject 
unanimous consent of conference. 

2 P. M.— The convention met at 2 P. Ma., and 
continued business by listening to the reports 
from the delegates. 14 states and the Distriet 
of Columbia, 53 deleeates. responded. 

It was voted to defer the president’s address 
until the evening session. 

Voted, that the report of Committee on Resolu- 


is nS ana Reports not responded to be read nf 


SCSSION, 


Aldridge, of 





WOMAN’S ERA. 


Adjourned to meet at 8 P. M. 

8 P. M.—The platform of the Convention was 
read by the Secretary, and the address of wel- 
come was delivered by the President, Mrs. J. St. 
P. Ruflin. 

The programme for the evening was carried out 
with the following additions: Mrs. Arianna Spar- 
row and Mr. M. M. Hodges singing solos. 

A collection was taken — $9.11. 

Adjournment. 

10 A. M., Tuesday morning, July 30.— The 
Convention opened with devotional exercises, 

Arrangements were made, as Mr. Henry Black- 
well, husband of Luey Stone, would be present at 
the evening session, to sing ‘* Blest Be the Tie 
That Binds” before his remarks. 

The Convention went into secret session and 
discussed Jack’s letter. Resolutions were offered 
by Mrs. Ardelia Hill, Mrs. Anthony and Mrs. 
Mahammit, followed by discussions by all the 
women, the whole culminating in a set of resolu- 
tions by Mrs. Mathews which were adopted by 
the Convention. Leaflets on Jack’s letter to he 
sent to England. 

Letters were also read from Gen. O.O. Howard, 
Rev. Therkield, Berea College, Talladega College, 
George W. Cable and others. 

Mrs. Mathews, Mrs. Dickerson and Mrs. Ma- 
hammit were appointed to draw up resolutions to 
be forwarded to Judge Albion W. Tourgee, who 
is now ill. 

Voted that collections be taken for the printing 
of whatever matter the Convention, in its delibera- 
tion, may decide to have printed. 

2 P. M.—The programme for the afternoon 
was carried out, with the exception of Mrs. Vie- 
toria Mathews’ paper, which was laid over until 
evening. Miss Hunter read a paper, **A Plea 
for Justice,” and a song was rendered hy Miss 
Goings, also a paper read by Mrs. Williams of 
New York. 

‘he order of original programme 

‘ the introduction, before the regu- 

, Of a paper on “ Individual Work 
tor Moral Elevation,” by Mrs. B. T. Washington, 
und a paper on * Race Literature,” by Mrs. Vie- 
toria Mathews. 

lO A. M., Wednesday, July 31. — The morn- 
ing session of the First National Convention of 
Colored Women was opened with prayer by Mrs. 
Agnes Adams. 


Minutes of Monday and Tuesday sessions read 


Singing by the Convention. 


and approved, with the necessary corrections, 





THE WOMAN’S ERA. 


Dr. Crummell was invited to make some re- 
marks and a rising vote of thanks was tendered 
him by the Convention. The exercises for the 
morning were reversed so that the remaining time 
could be given up to business. Subject of Social 
Purity was discussed and a paper by Mrs. Agnes 
Adams was read, Mrs. Dr. Butler and Mr. Chas. 
Morris making remarks on the sume subject. 
The subject of Temperance was then taken up, 
Mrs. A. G. Brown reading a paper, followed by 
Mrs. Anthony. 

Resolutions endorsing Miss Wells’ work and 
congratulations on her recent marriage were of- 
fered by Mrs. B. T. Washington, and adopted. 

Committee on the Impey letter and resolutions 
to be sent to Judge Albion Tourgee reported and 
reports adopted. 

Committee was appointed to draw up resolu- 
tions on the Georgia convict system, lynching, 
and the Florida state law making it a crime to 
teach white and colored children at the same time 
in the same schools, and other atrocities. 

Voted, that this body support the Congreea- 
tional church in its action in matter of the Florida 
law. 

After singing the Battle Hymn of the Republic 
in honor of Julia Ward Howe, the convention 
adjourned, 

2 P. M.—No papers were read on this after- 
noon, 

Mrs. Ridley of Boston, Mrs. Maxwell of New 
York, and Mrs. Cooper of Washington, were “p- 
pointed on the committee on resolutions relating 
to the Georgia convict system, Florida state school! 
law, lynching, and other atrocities. 


The Convention then took up the business of 


national organization. Mrs. Cook was allowed 
time to make the necessary explanations regard- 
ing the National League. Mrs. Mathews pre- 
sented resolutions asking that a national organiza- 
tion be now formed. 

The Convention adjourned to meet to finish 
business Thursday morning, at 10 A. M.. in 
Charles St. Church to complete organization. 

Thursday, Aug. 1.— The extra session of the 
Convention opened at 11 A. M. in Charles St. 


Church. 


Gardner, Chaplain. 


Devotional exercises were led by Miss 
Minutes read and approved, 
Mrs. Ruffin asked for time to make an explanation 
in regard toa false statement made in the Boston 
Journal, after which the docket was cleared for new 
business. Mrs. Ridley proposed that a national 


organization be now formed, with its own laws, 


officers, constitution, ete. Mrs. Mathews offered 
resolutions agreeing with Mrs. Ridley’s proposi- 
tion, which were udopted, and a committee Ou 
organization, consisting of one delegate from each 
delegation was appointed. A discussion followed 
as to the clause looking to a union with the Col- 
ored Women’s National League. 

A committee was then uppointed CO perfect 
organization, and the follow ing uaumes reported to 
be balloted for by the Convention: Mrs. B. T. 
Washington, Alabama, Pres.: Mrs. F. Y. Rid- 
Miss PRE a Carter, Brook- 
Mrs. Ruflin, Treas. Mrs. Ruthin 
positively declining to serve. Mrs. L. C, Anthony 
of Jefferson City, Mo., was substituted. The 


ley, Boston. Cor. Sec. : 


Ivn, Ree. See. 


Vice Presidents were chosen by the Convention 
as follows: Mrs. Dickerson, Newport, me. I: 
Mrs. Helen Crum, Charleston, S. C.: Mrs. Ella 
Maihammit, Omaha, Neb.: Mrs. Mabe] Crarner, 
New York. 

Voted that the Woman’s Era be made the 
organ of the national organization through which 
to gain all information regarding the oreaniza- 
tion. 

Mrs. Mathews’ resolution to frame a constitu- 
tion adopted. 

Voted, that the name of the new ore@anization 
be laid over: a collection to be tuken to defray 
the expenses of the leaflet: the clubs to be taxed 
pro rata; a new committee be formed to eather 
up the loose ends of the Convention - Mrs. 


Mrs. Cusneuu, Mrs. 


Agnes Adams, former COMMIT e On atrocities, 


Mathews, Mrs. Carmand. 


discharged. That this Convention gives a risine 
vote of thanks to the pastor for allowing us the 
use of the church: to Mrs. B. T. Washineton’s 
resolution to Era Club; a risine vote for enter 
Kranklin Carmand. That 


printed Ininutes be left in the hands of th CX« 


tuinment : vote to 


committee : oflicers and ex-board National ()ronny 


confer with the officers and ex-hoard Washinetoy 


Nati neal Li rue townrd ‘] union the Clo 
Women’s National Leneue, 
to the cal 
That we thank the Press o 
ous, kind and dienitied rey 
with the CXC plion Ot thr Bost 
Convention adjourned, 


You Till Wao Mect Acain.’ 


Miss Crardne. lists s( «| 
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LETTERS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


WHEREAS, a most indecent, foul and slander- 
ous letter, traducing American womanhood, has 
been sent to Miss Florence Balgarnie of England, 
by one Jno. W. Jacks, Pres. of the Mo. Press 
Association, 

Be it therefore resolved, that this National Con- 
ference of Colored Women denounce this man as 
a traducer of female character, a man wholly with- 
out sense of chivalry and honor, and bound by the 
iron hand of prejudice, sectionalism and race 
hatred, entirely unreliable and unworthy the 
prominence he seeks. 

That no man capable of reverencing his mother 
or protecting the unsullied fame of any woman, 
much less Miss Balgarnie, whose life work en- 
titles her to the respect at least of progressive and 
wholesome minds, regardless of sex, where ever 
principle and unselfish efforts to uplift struggling 
humanity exists. And as the man has not only 
slandered the women of negro extraction but the 
mothers of American morality, on a question that 
rot only involves the good repute of the present 
generation, but generations yet to come, 

se it resolved, that our condemnation be ex- 
pressed in leaflet form and forwarded to England, 
with the request that a copy of each be enfolded 
in all the publications sent out by the Anti-Lynch- 
ing society. 

Be it further resolved, that we hereby express 
our appreciation of Miss Balgarnie and the whole 
Kuglish people for their unselfish interest in the 


cause, 


WuereEas, it occurred to the Era Club of Bos- 
ton to issue a fraternal call to the Colored 
Women’s Clubs of America to meet in this city to 
discuss the needs of the race, 

And, whereas, the result of that call has brought 
together many of the noblest women of the race, 
who might otherwise never have met, and where- 
as the meeting has been one of profit and pleasure 
to the individuals and the race, 

Be it therefore resolved, that we do now extend 
to the Era Club and its honored president our 
deepest appreciation of the pleasure, profit and 
courtesy extended to us as a conference and as 


their guests. 


vep, That we, the representative women 


oO ‘e in United States, have witnessed with 


great admiration the noble and truthful advocacy 
of Mrs. Ida B. Wells Barnett, defending us against 
the lying charge of rape, and we take this oppor- 
tunity of congratulating her upon her recent mar- 
riage, and are glad to hail her, in the face of all 
her assailants, as our noble ** Joanna of Arc.” 


Boston, Mass, July 30, ’95. 
Miss CATHERINE IMPEyY, 
Street, Somerset, Eng., 

Dear Friend — The National Conference of Col- 
ored Women now assembled in Boston in the 
interest of the race and in the cause of oppressed 
wom:nnhood, now turn from our deliberations, on 
hearing of the serious illness of your dear mother, 
to express to you our deepest and sincerest sym- 
pathy in your distress. To us you are inexpres- 
sibly dear, and we wish you to feel that your sor- 
row and anxiety are ours, and that the prayers of 
the colored women of America are that God, in 
his infinite merey, may ‘* let the cup pass” and 
spare your parent for many years, so that her 
watchful love and care may continue to guide you 
and help you in your noble work for humanity. 
But to one of your abiding faith there is no 
sweeter consolation than that ‘* He doeth all things 
well.” 

May the blessings of God rest upon you, may 
the Lord bless you and lift the light of His coun- 
tenance upon you and give you peace. 

Yours, in deepest sympathy, 
Mrs. M. F. Pirrts, 
Mrs. M. Ek. Wituiams, 
E1iza GARDNER, 
Committee. 


s08TON, Mass., July 30, “95. 
AxubBion W. TourGeer, 
Mayville, N. Y., 
usteemed Friend and Co-worker — The Nat- 
ional Conference of Colored Women now assem- 
bled, being informed of your illness, voted unani- 
mously to extend to you the heartfelt sympathy 
of the body and their earnest hopes for your 
speedy recovery. And further desire to express 
to you their appreciation of your life-long efforts 
in the cause of oppressed humanity. 
Yours sincerely, 
VicroriA Matuews, 
Mary Dickrrson, 
ELLA L. Manammir. 
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REPORT OF THE WOMEN’S LOYAL 
UNION OF NEW YORK AND 
BROOKLYN. 


Feeling the need of our women coming in 
closer contact with one another to discuss matters 
of vital interest to the race we represent, and 
which can only be done by organization, the 
Women’s Loyal Union was formed December 5, 
1892, with Mrs. Victoria Matthews as president, 


which oftice she now holds, and to whom much of 


the suecess of the Union is due. 

We have for our watchwords, ** Vigilant, 
Patriotic, and Steadfast.” 

Our object is the diffusion of accurate and 
extensive information relative to the civil and 
social status of the colored American citizen, that 
they may be directed to an intelligent assertion 


of their rights, and unite in the employment of 


all lawful means to secure and retain the undis- 
puted exercise of them. 

The methods of the Union are, First, full and 
free discussion of existing evils, moral, physical, 
and political. Sceond, the circulation of printed 
matter relating to the colored American, whether 
written by them or not. 

We have a membership of over seventy women, 


pledged as willing workers. Many have proven 


themselves, zealous, earnest, and always ready 
when called upon to contribute not only their 
time, but their means. 


Among our members we 
claim professional women, doctors. school-teach- 
ers, literary women, writers of poetry and prose, 
tradeswomen, artists, home-makers and house- 
keepers. 

We have formed chapters, or branches, in 
Charleston, S. C., Memphis, Tenn., Philadelphia, 
Penn., and Brooklyn, N. Y, 


ation, we have called public meetings in our 


Since our organiz- 


churches to discuss topics affecting the interests 
of the race in the Southland and in our own sec- 
tion, with beneficial results. At one of our 
mectings we had the honor of having present as 
our guest, the President of your club, Mrs. 
Josephine Ruflin, who read a very interesting 


paper. We have contributed clothing and money 


to the Sea Island sufferers ; presented a very fine 
Mason and Hamlin organ to the Colored Hospital 
and Home of this city. To stimulate race pride, 
we held in the parlors of a private residence an 
exhibition of art, work done by colored men and 
women, with marked results: so much so that an 


organization now holds an art exhibit every year, 


Sent petitions on the Blair Resolution to Congress, 
signed by over ten thousand men and women, 
Through the untiring energy of our President, 
distributed hundreds of circular letters through 
the South and West, asking for information con- 
cerning the moral, intellectual. physieal, and 
home life, generally, of families. Assisted vari- 
ous causes by giving entertainments. Presented 
Miss Hallie Q. Brown with a purse of money 
toward her mission in England, to solicit. funds 
to establish a library at Wilberforce Coilege, to 
be called Frederick Douglass Library. Presented 
to Miss Jennie Dean the sum of fifty dollars for 
the Manassas Industrial Sehool. 

In the death of the Honorable Frederick Doug- 
lass, we felt that the women of our Jand had lost 
a great advocate and staunch friend, and as a 
token of our appreciation of his efforts in our be- 
half and sorrow for our bereavement, our Union 
presented to his widow and family a handsomely 
engrossed, bound, memorial resolution. 

In the early part of June last we gave an enter- 
tainment at Bethel Church, where Mr. Richings 
exhibited his views of people, places, industries, 
and progress made by the colored people, es- 
pecially in the South, despite the oppression and 
disadvantages they labor under. The race prob- 
lem seems to be solving itself. Give us a chance! 

We are now turning our time and attention to 
the circulation of printed matter in the form of 
leaflets, which have been suggested to us by the 
answers contained in the replies to the circular 
letters. We have already printed for distribu- 
tion, at a small price within the reach of all, 
leaflets addressed to ‘* Parents and Guardians,” 
and will soon have another, ‘* The Sanctity of 
Home,” to be followed by others —all of which 
are written by members of our Association. In 
this way we hope to reach the masses, and do 
more effectual good than spoken words to the 
few. 

We have not always had the helping hand ex- 
tended to us that an organization and such an 
object calls for and demands, but by persistent 
effort in the future, as in the past, we hope to 
merit the good will and ready assistance of all 
200d women throughout the land. 

Katrin V. 


Corresponding Seeretary of the Women’s Loyal 


(ARMAND, 


Union. 
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REPORT OF THE WOMAN’S CLUB OF 
JEFFERSON CITY, MO. 


YT 


Under the name of the Harper W. C. T. U. a 
few of our women have been organized and work 
slong reformatory lines for the past five years, 
the object being to better the condition of the 
colored people of the community by a gradual 
training of the mind to higher aims and purposes 
of life. 

Realizine the value of the words of Solomon, 
‘Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it,” we 
early opened a training school, and each Saturday 
afternoon gathered the children and gave them 
about an hour’s instruction in plain sewing, after 
which short talks on temperance, truthfulness, 
honesty, etc., were given by some of the women 
of the Union. Pretty songs were also taught 
At length a fair 


was held, and each article made by the children, 


which the children delighted in. 


together with faney articles made by members 
and friends were placed on exhibition with the 
Kach child delighted to 
point out to parent or friend any article she had 


maker's name attached. 


made, and a parent delighted to buy because her 
child made it. This training school proved very 
helpful to the children. 

The Union also held mothers’ meetings, and 
special talks were given on ‘Child Culture,” 
‘¢ Social Purity,” ‘* Value of Example,” ete. 

Our much beloved and esteemed Mrs. F. E 
W. Harper was brought to Jefferson City to 
lecture, and the great zeal and inspiration of this 
race-loving woman 1s still bearing fruit, from seed 
sown when she was with us years ago. 


In fact, any zeal that I, or most of the colored 


women of Missouri have today for the uplifting of 


humanity, we owe to Mrs. Harper, who came to 


us and turned our thought to the great need of 


earnest effort by our women. 


At Jefferson City, Mo., there was a number of 


women who, for various reasons, we could not 
enlist in our W. C. T. U. 


of the Union we decided to extend our borders. 


work, so in a meeting 


and admit women who were not specially pledged 
to temperanee work. Therefore, the Woman's 
Club was formed, the S] ecial object of which is 
to work more earnestly for the purity of our 
homes and the venernl advancement of colored 


women, 


The first week as a club was to bring Miss Ida 
Bb. Wells-Barnett to Jetferson City to lecture, 


June 18. By her graphie descriptions of the 
wrongs upon our race, she won the applause of 
all who heard her. 

The Era and other colored papers are read and 
discussed at our meetings. 

When the call for this Conference was made 
through the Era, to refute the charge of immor- 
ality by one J. W. Jacks of Missouri, on hearing 
his slanderous letter our women became aroused 
as never before. Committees were appointed to 
confer with ministers; as a result, three large 
public meetings were held and strong resolutions 
adopted and sent to Montgomery City, Mo., his 
home, to England, and the press. 

Nothing has ever called forth sueh just indigna- 
tion from the citizens of Jefferson as did this base 
letter, coming as it did from our own state. 
When this call for a Conference was read, they 
decided to send a delegate, at any cost, to utter 
their protest. And never did women work more 
earnestly than did these slandered women to raise 
the money which makes it possible for me to be 
with you today. Their prayer is that we may 
yet bring good out of this great evil done us, by 
resolving here to so unite ourselves and concen- 
trate our forces that we may be able to show to 
the world that we, as colored women, are strug- 
gling for a higher, nobler, and purer life. 

The following resolutions were adopted and 


sent to this Conference : — 


JEFFERSON City, Mo., July 23, 1895. 


National Convention of the Women’s Club, Bos- 


ton, Massachusetts : 


At a recent meeting of the Woman’s Club, 
located at Jefferson City, Missouri, in Cole 
County, a committee was appointed to draw up 
resolutions denouncing certain slanderous state- 
ments which were written in a letter to Miss 
Florence Balgarnie, London, England, dated 
March 6, 1895, by one J. W. 


Jacks, president 
of the Missouri Press Association. 


Whereas he 
says, first, that the Negroes of this country are 
wholly devoid of morality ; second, that the 
women are prostitutes and all are natural liars and 
thieves. 

THEREFORE be it resolved, That we denounce 
him publicly to the entire country as a falsifier, 
and his statement as wholly devoid of truth. 

M. KE. Dorsey, S. A. DUPER, 
L. HI. Woonpringr, M. EF. Carrerron, 


Committee, 





THE 
THE WOMAN’S CLUB OF OMAITA. 


In answer to the call of Mrs. Ophelia Clenlaus 
and Mrs. Laura M. Craig, eighteen women assem- 
bled in Omaha, Feb. 14, 95, to discuss plans for 
organizing the progressive women of the city into 


one united body, whose aims and purposes micht 


be the education of the heart, hand and mind of 


the individual members and the promotion and 
advancement of all race measures. Realizing the 
fact that the best suecess results from coneerted 


action, and that not individual effort. nor the 


efforts of the few, but rather the united efforts of 


the masses must win the desired end, the women 
unanimously agreed to organize themselves into a 
body that should be liberal in its principles, broad, 
charitable and far reaching, 

The result was an association called « The 
Woman’s Club of Omaha,” which aims to serve a 
three-fold purpose. First, to stimulate intellec- 
tual development ; second, to promote unity and 
good fellowship amonest its members, and thirdly, 
to strengthen by organization, individual, philan- 
thropic and reformatory effort. 

The club is strictly nonsectarian in its princi- 
ples and offers its advantages to any respectabl 
woman who is in sympathy with the work and 
Already 


7 
; 


the number enrolled has increased from 18 to 45 


may present herself for membership. 


active workers, and the club enjoys the happy 
distinction of possessing the approbation and en- 
dorsement of nearly every broad-minded, race- 
loving, progressive citizen of Nebraska. Asa 
further mark of recognition, the club has received 
greetings from the Omaha Woman’s Club, an 
organization composed of 600 white women: reso- 
lutions of endorsement from the Afro-American 
League of Nebraska. an institution operated Dy 
the negro talent of the state. and numerous letters 
of approval from the clergy, literary societies and 
private citizens. It is the hope of the Women 
soon establish themselves in permanent club room 
where they may hold their regular meetis 

tures, etc., and conduct a library an 

room for club members and any other women 
who nay desire to take advantage, 

A committee is now negotiating for such room 
and until the plans ave completed the club will 
continue to hold bi-weekly meetings at the home 
of the members. 

For intellectual development the club work 
Political 


Keonomy and Civil Government. Current Topics 


divided into three departments, viz. 


WOMANS ERA. 


and Enelish Literature and History. very mem- 
ber of the club must reoister in SOLE Ohe of these 
departments, all of which, under competent lead- 
ers, ave doing excellent work. 

In all reformatory efforts affecting mankind 
venerally and women particularly the club enters 
enthusiastically. At the last eeneral assembly of 
the state of Nebraska it was engaged earnestly in 
the eflort to stop the manufacture and sale of 
cigarettes in the state, and joined heart and soul 
In the social purity question, sendine down to the 
legislature a petition, bearing the names of 150 


colored Women, prayine that body LO raise the 


‘Sage of consent ” from 15 to 18 vears 


the association las helped indi- 


In many Ways 
vidual ndvaneement md mueh eredit attaches to 
it for its unceasing and untiving eflorts In SCCULING 
the appointment of a negro teacher in the public 
schools of Omaha. 


While the 


intellectual improvement, social affairs are not 


) Was orennized primarily for 
entirely neglected, and the members strive to 
Create and fostel il spirit ot kindliness and socia- 
bility amonest women oe nerally by bringing them 
Nn friendly touch with on another, but the lighter 
unusements of life are discouraged in that the 
club as a club does not engage in them. To sup- 
ply the diversion hec SSary ce Cc thay - cial lite, 


. ne , : r 7 1 ! ‘. ’ . ° 
a series of lectures, followed by an hour’s social 


? 1 
4 


intercourse, has been inaueurated and is yielding 
excellent results. The annual lecture course con 
sists of eight uumbers. whieh are to 
be oratuiti sly furnishe 

Which Omaha happily 


, 
ah arrange to d 


sions 


'> 4 
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erners, My 
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LETTER OF ONE THOUSAND WOMEN 
OF BETHEL CHURCH, NEW YORK. 


To the Women’s Convention, Boston, Mass. 

The call sent out by the Era Club proposing : 
gathering of Afro-American women in deliber ies 
convention simply put in words what has long 
been the wish of thousands. 

We are sorry that the «*Jack’s letter” should 
seem to be the prick which stung to activity. 
We would not have it to appear that we are 
aroused to action only by the irritation of external 
but would be glad for the world to 
know that, in r “ality, our women are taking intel- 
ligent cognizance of the inner life of the 1: ace, and 


circumstances, 


that the desire to be actu: lly noble is more potent 
than the impulse to resent insult and seek vindica- 
tion. What we think of ourselves is alw: ays more 
important than what others think of us, that is to 
say, self-respect based upon truth is the founda- 
tion we seek to lay. 

We would desire the world to know that long 


before the base sl: anders, born in the vile mind of 


a common Missouri white man, were uttered, our 
women were actively at work among the masses 
of our people, seeking to ground them in the 
fundamental principles of true progress. The 
Tie Woman’s Era 

the existence of such organizations as the Women 's 


existence of such a sheet as 


Loyal Union, the Women’s Afro-American League, 
the Women’s Meeting of Bethel Church, the work 
which these various enterprises have laid out and 
the earnestness with which it has been pursued, 
are in themselves a complete vindication against 
We trust that the vile «« Jack’s let- 
ter” will not give color to your deliberations por 


all slander. 


in any sense become the spur under which you 


lay out the work of the future. We would have 


the world to see that there is a large element of 


our women who, in convention asse mbled, can 
show complete freedom from the imaginative and 
mercurial disposition which has been the fatal 
defect in so many conventions of our men. 

We believe that it would be unwise to permit 


this convention to be made the sounding board of 


mere ‘* agitators.” We recognize in the « Jack’s 


letter” and other such slo>ders the hatural results 
of the resentment provoked by the tierce denuncia- 
tions of ** southern white women” that have been 
injudiciously indulged in by some of the « mer- 
curial persons” of the race. We look with more 
hope to the conservative workers who seek to lay 


true foundations and who employ such means as 
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the well-edited Woman’s Era and the well-con- 
The truly 


representative women of the race can never be 


dueted organizations referred to above. 


enlisted in any movement that is lead by the igno- 
rant enthusiasts or the fiery agitators, whose in- 
centive to action is the intoxication of excited 
sensibilities, full of the chimeras of distempered 
fancy. 

We know the character of those under whom 
this convention is called, and we have faith in the 
calm sobriety which has always characterized their 
We send to you Mrs. Hannah Jones, 
who will represent the one thousand Afro-Ameri- 


endeavors. 


Our work is 
among the masses and our motto is «true prog- 


cun women of Bethel congregation. 


ress.” We can and will lend powerful support to 
such enterprises as promise true good to the race. 
May God prosper your great undertaking. 
Tue Women or Berner Cuunce. 
New York City. 


New York, July 24, 1895. 


To the Woman’s Conference in session in Boston, 
Mass., under the auspices of the Woman’s Era 
Club: 

GREETING. 

‘Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor 
that which is evil; 
Rom. 12: 9. 

We, the Cleave ( 
the Antioch Baptist Church, New York city, re- 


cleave to that which is good ” 
Cirele of Kine’s Dauehters of 


gret very much that we find it impracticable to 
be represented among you in person, and take 
great pleasure in conferring with you by letter. 
We heartily unite with you in all good in behalf 
of the object of your work. We think it a very 
timely move, and hail with Joy the * era” of 
woman's activity amid the many interests which 
should demand the attention of every ** energetic ” 
Woman, for upon each rest greatly individual 
thought, expression, and action, which ean and 
shall do much toward revolutionizing the present 
State of affairs e xisting in this the most enlight- 
ened age of all time — the dawn of the twentie th 
century — and believe much can be done in this 
direction by working in conference for the in- 
provement of law, leading to equity in the admin- 
istration of the rules of government, without 
partiality. 


The Rev. Granville Hunt, pastor of Antioch 


Baptist Church, kindly called our attention to the 
infamous letter written by John W., 


Jacks of 
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Missouri to Miss Florence Balearnie of London, 


England, regarding the characters, ete.. of colored 
women. After having considered it thoroughly, 
we are prepared to say emphatically that it is 
erroneous and contradictory as a whole: and we 
are inexpressibly sorry that enlightened America 
has a citizen in public service, who m: unifests in 
plain English his lack of that se nsibility, one for 
neighbor, which teaches us to consider both sides, 
yes, all sides of man’s condition, especially when 
treating on character. 

As members of an o ‘ganization striving for the 
betterment of humanity along all lines imparti: lly, 
we would advise John W. Jacks to read Prov, 28 
and digest its contents; and we pray that he, 
through Christ, may be lead to think and act 
according to God's own words as written in his 
Book. May he be saved! And as to the disposi- 
tion of his letter, we are content that your mature 
judgment will, with divine guidance, manage it 
aright. After this manner, we pray for you in 
all your deliberations, and most. co- -operatively 

sign ourselves, 


Yours, In Tis Name, the Cleave Circle of 


King’s Daughters. 
Miss Joste B. Hunt, Leader. 
Mrs. GRANVILLE Hunt, See. 


FROM OHIO TO HER SISTER 
REPRESENTED. 


es 


STATES 


Women’s Mire Misstonary SOCIETY OF TIE 

AFrrican Metnopist Eptscopay, Cnurcn, 

Totepo, Onto, July 29, 1895, 
To the National Conference of Colored Women 
now in session in Boston, Mass. : 
GREETINGS. 

My dear Sisters, — This is a very trying ordeal 
for me to undergo, this of not. hej ing able to be 
with you. However, I pray God’s guidance in 
all you do. 
all of the noble women of the grand old Buckeye 
State, in saying that in the galaxy of states rep- 
resented in the Conference, none are more loyal 
to the cause of justice than Ohie, «the fairest 
among ten thousand, and the one altogether 
lovely.” May the grace of a triune God over- 
shadow you as a cloud hy day, and when the 
shades of night ap pear may this same erace pro- 


(rod bless you ! 


tect you as a wall of fire. 
Yours for the protection of our women. 


SADA J. Woopson ANDERSON, Mor. Ser. 


I feel that I voice the se ntiment of 


Omana, Nen., July 21, 1895 
To the National Convention of Colored American 
Women assembled in Boston, Mass, : 
GREETING. 

It was proposed in local circles — too late, 
however, to become practicable — that joint reso- 
lutions and a general letter endorsing your Con- 
vention and expressing pi tp with its motive 
and tenor be prepared by the various religious 
bodies and other altruistic organizations in this 
vicinity, and sent by the hand of the Nebraska 
Delegate to your Convention. 

In lieu of such general documents from my 
congregation, I send you most gladly a personal 
letter, less authoritative, perhaps, but none the 
less sincere, as an individual expression of my 
deep interest in this advance movement among 
the women of our race, which issues in your 
Convention. 

This is the age of centralization and unification - 
concentration of forces, unity of purpose. You 
show yourselves children of the age by assembling 
in convention for ‘* devising liberal things” for 
the advancement of the interests of and for the 
protection of the womanhood of the Negro race 
in America, 

National conventions are not necessary, how- 
ever, to vindicate the honor and good name of 
Negro womanhood from libellous attacks by 
obscure Southern journalists, such as the unknown 
whose letter to Miss 
part responsible for your Con- 


individual from Missouri, 
Balgarnie was 
vention. What vindication needs Negro woman- 
hood? Look at our happy and virtuous homes. 
If our womanhood is depraved by what miracle 
are our homes preserved? National conventions 
of Negro women are necessary, however, to 
demand such legislation as will protect comely 
colored girls and women from the insults and 
rapacity of Southern chivalry. 

Your deliberations will be, I trust, marked 
with wisdom, and fruitful in results. 

Awaiting with interest reports from your Con- 
vention, [am with cordial sympathy and good 
will, Yours faithfully, 

Jno. ALBerT Wintrams, 


Rector Ch. of St. Philip the Deacon, 


One of the inte resting features was a delegate row 
‘the thousand women of Bethe] Church, New York,’ 
Mrs. Jones. Mrs. Jones was a calm and dignified 
delegate, and representing so many women, attracted 

much attention, 





a Se 
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ST. LOUIS COLORED ORPHAN’S HOME. 

One of the departments of work taken up by 
ITarper W. C. T. U. is the care of orphan and 
neglected children. In October, 1888, the ladies 
of the union opened a home for homeless children. 
Since that time it has fed, clothed, and for a time, 
schooled 110 children. The management consists 
of a board of fifteen ladies chosen from the W. C. 


T. U., under whose entire charge is the care of 


the Home. The Home is unendowed, our means 
support bemg by donation, subscription, and en- 
tertainment. Our current expenses are from 
$100.00 to $115.00 per month. We keep regu- 
larly employed a matron, nurse, and = cook. 
While non-sectarian, it is emphatically a religious 
institution. While we try to meet the physical 
and mental wants of our children, we also give 
them religious instructions and a reverence and 
love for God’s word. 

Friends or strangers are welcome to make in- 
spection of our Hlome at any time. We have 
42 children in our Home at present. We receive 
no children under two years of age or over twelve 
yerrs. At the age of twelve years we find homes 
for them, as we know the individuality of each 
child can better be preserved, its character stud- 
ied and molded and more freedom granted in a 
private home than in an institution. 

We.place children out for adoption on three 
month’s trial. If, at the end of that time, the 
party and institution are both satisfied, we make 
the stay permanent by adoption; if either is dis- 
satistied the child is recalled. When adopted, so 
far as possible, we keep in communication with 
them and know their welfare. 

As to our resources, we have none. All of our 
expenses are met by donations from a generous 
public and entertainments, without which our 
Ifome would long since have closed its doors. but 
with which we have thus far been able to receive 


and properly care for all its inmates. 


It will be readily seen that upon a Board of 
fifteen ladies there is entailed in this work of 


soliciting a very arduous task. With great cause 
for gratitude in the past, we look earnestly into 
the future, hoping the time is not far distant when 
the St. Louis Colored Orphan Home, which has 
proven itself a necessity in the community, will 
not be allowed to struggle on without an endow- 
ment fund, the income of which will be sufficient 
to relieve us of the outside and humiliating work 


of securing money to feed and eare for the help- 


less orphans who appeal to our sympathy. We 
cannot measure the good it reaches into eternity. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. M. F. Pirrs, Pres. 
Miss L. Carrer, Sec. 


Copy of resolutions passed at a meeting of the 
Afro-American League of Omaha held July, 1895 : 
Omana, Nes., July 20, 1895. 
To the Honorable President of the Woman’s Nat- 
ional Convention, Boston, Mass.,— 

Wiereas, one John W. Jacks, President of the 
Missouri Press Association, has written a letter to 
Miss Florence Balgarnie, Honorable Secretary of 
the Anti-Lynching League of London, England, 
whereby he attempts to traduce the womanhood 
of the American negro, and whereas the future of 
every race of people is entirely dependent upon 
the intellectual and moral status of its woman- 
hood, and 

Whereas, the letter referred to is a wilful mis- 
representation of facts, originating from a morbid 
brain and a lack of appreciation of truth and jus- 
tice, 

Therefore, resolved, that we hereby denounce 
and brand the Southern gentleman as a wilful and 
malicious falsifier and traducer of womanhood. 
That no gentleman worthy of the name could 
afford to lay aside his dignity to indulge in such 
language as that contained in the letter to Miss 
Balgarnie from John W. Jacks; that we entertain 
no fear for the anti-lynching cause through such 
agencies or methods. 

Be it further resolved, that we heartily endorse 
the action of the Colored Woman’s Club of Omaha 
in sending a delegate to the National Convention 
to be held at Boston, that they have our sympathy 
and will have our co-operation in all they may do 
for the elevation of mankind, regardless of race or 
nationality. 

se it further resolved that a copy of these reso- 
lutions be sent to the Woman’s National Conven- 
tion through the representative of the Colored 
Woman’s Club of Omaha. 
W. UH. C. STerirenson, 
President Afro-American League, Omaha. 
M. L. Witson, 
J. W. Lona, 
W. TH. Scrogarns, 
Committee. 

Mrs. Carmand and Mrs. Garner of New York, Mrs. 
Dickerson of Newport, Mrs. Crum of Charleston, were 
among the intelligent ** reliables.”’ 
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Louis, Mo.., July 24, 1895. 


To the Conference of Colored American Women 
assembled in Boston, Mass. 

The colored women of St. Louis have received 
with pleasure the 
the Woman’s Era Club for a Conference to be 
held in Boston. We recognize the fact that there 
is a pressing need for such a conference, since 
never in the history of our country has prejudice 
against our race been more active, and in certain 
directions more influential and more reenant. 

We recognize the fact that we are no longer 
wards of the nation; the time when we could ask 
for special legislation in our behalf, either by the 
national Congress or the state legislatures, has 
passed ; that to ourselves , and ourselves alone we 
must look for progress in the future. and that 
that progress must come through the cultivation 
and exercise and virtues proper to a Christian 
civilization. 

Living in the state from whence has recently 
emanated a foul slander upon our people, we em- 
phatically protest against the truthfulness of the 
same, and joyfully join our sisters of the whole 
country in vindicating the womanhood of our 
race. 

Hoping that deliberations of the Conference 
may be moderate in tone and wise in purpose, 
and that the plans of action proposed may be 
prudent and practicable, we pledge ourselves to 
the extent of our ability to aid in carrying out 
the work which it may propose. 

Signed by the Committee, 

Rev. W. Brown, Pres. 


LAVINIA Carter. Sec. 


SALEM, July 2, 1895, 
The Woman’s Progressive Club of Salem was formed 
June 12, 95. 


and strengthen the moral, social, intellectual and 


The purpose of this club is to broaden 


religious life of its members, and through them to 
make itself a power for good, not only in their home, 
but abroad in other fields; also to help those who have 
not had the advantages of home influence and educa- 
tion, thereby assisting them to a higher plane of living. 

As our club is of very recent formation. the report 
is necessarily brief, but as the d: lys and months pass 
by we trust we bell be enabled to accomplish some 
good. Our club consists of 17 m« mbers, who are 
wide awake, enthusiastic, and interested in helping to 
solve the various problems of our day and time. 


ANNIE L. BLane HARD, Pres. 
Anna M. BAKBADOES, See, 


‘all issued by their sisters of 


July 21, 1895. 
To the Woman’s Era Club - 

We, a few of the members of the Tuskegee 
Woman’s Club, though numbering more than 
those necessary for a quorum, feel that we would 
express to the Conference our sentiments, and 
take for granted the ready agreement of those of 
our members who are debarred from joining us, 
because of absence attendant upon the summer 
vacation of Tuskegee Normal School. 

We consider this Woman’s ( onference to be a 
matter of vital importance to the women of our 
race, and would extend our hearty goodwill and 
appreciation of the movement through Mrs.’ B. 
T. Washington, the originator and president of 
our club, who, with Miss Susie IT. Porter. our 
vice-president, will represent us and our um, — 
that of the welfare of our women, based upon our 
general intellectual development. 

Sara Peake Greene. Norma W. Caster. 
Mary M. Flemine. Fannie E. Killian. 
Estelle C. Penney. S. M. Washineton. 
Nannie S., Calloway. 
Lottie T. Greene. 
Virginia L. Driver. 
Ida T. MeCall. Alice A. Torbert. 

A. K. Uamilton. Estelle Maude Jackson. 
kK. J. Seott. M. Louise Jenkins. 


Evy A. Johnson. 


Leonora L. Chapman. 
Adella Hunt Logan. 
Emma G. Young. 


Enuizabern E. Lann, 
Secretary Tus. Woman’s Club, Tuskeega, Ala. 
Ata meeting of the Woman’s Club of Omaha, 
held July 20, the 
adopted : — 
REsoLvED, That we. the Woman's Club of 


followi ing resolutions were 


Omaha, congratulate you on the formine of the 
organization of a National Club of Ne oro Women, 
and will heartily co-operate in every effort 
towards the advancement of the race, and 
Whereas, a ee letter has been written 


Jobn W, 


eh s of a country, especially the women, «; 


acks, in which he characterizes the 


being immoral, be it 

Resolved, That we denounce such accusations 
as false, and that the convention take such steps 
as it may deem m cessary to refute these seandal]- 


ous statements. 


AuGusta, GA . July 91, 1895. 

Woman’s Convention. 
Care Mrs. Ruffin, 103 
May success attend the mecting, Wi 


Charles st., Boston. 
Greetings, 

need houses, homes, vood mothers. 

LANEY 











Se eeeteeensuenaateeeeeee 
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PirrspurG, July 27, 1895. 
To the First National Conference of Colored 
Women, Boston, Mass. : 
GREETINGS. 


We, the members of the Belle Phoebe League of 


the twin cities, namely Pittsburg and Allegheny, 
beg leave to submit the following report to your 
noble body : — 

We were organized November 20, 1894. Ob- 
ject: Self culture, and to advance the interest of 
the women of our race on all lines pertaining to 
the development of a nobler womanhood and the 
securing of our rights in every legitimate way, 
and to second the efforts of our leading women 
such as Mrs. Ida B. Wells-Barnett and others. 
Number of members, nineteen ; monthly taxation, 
five cents. Our league is ina flourishing condi- 
tion. Signed on behalf of said league, 

Mrs. Resecca Atprice, Pres., 
Mrs. S. A. Bentiey, Vice-Pres., 
Linuian S. Dorkins, Sec., 
Lizzie H. Monror, Rec. Sec. 





July 25, 1895. 
Women of the Era Club: 

The Woman’s League of Denver, Col., send 
you greetings ! 

We have received your call and respond in 
spirit, if not in presence. We are not lacking in 
progressiveness neither in indignation at the slur 
cast upon our mothers, sisters, daughters, and 
ourselves by Mr. Jacks’ letter, but circumstances 
involving finances prevent us from sending a del- 
egate. Our women have held meetings, read and 
re-read the articles sent by your club, and we 
assure you that every sentence of Mr. Jacks’ let- 
ter—the most infamous ever written by a man 
possessing the attributes of manhood —has beep 
literally burned in each and all hearts. 

Whatever action may be taken by the women 
who will meet you to discuss present conditions 
and how best to elevate the race, you can count 
upon our co-operation. 

We wish you a pleasant and satisfactory gather- 
ing. I am very cordially yours, 

IpA DePrirest, Cor. Sec. 


Los ANGELEs, CAL., July 25, 1895. 


To President and Members of Women’s Conference, 
Berkeley Hall: 

Greetings. Owing change date Conference regret 
inability to send Miss Veno, our delegate. 

Rey. D. R. Jones, Rev. 8. A. Hawkins, 

M. E. Syke, M. D., Mrs. Lillia Williams, 

Mrs. H, M. Spiller, Mrs. Emma Baker, 

Mis. E. A. Talbot, 
Citizens’ Committee. 








a 


FLoripa Rurrin Ruipvey. 


Cor. Secretary of National Organization. 


EXTRACTS FROM LETTER FROM MISS BAL- 
GARNIE. 


ANTI-LYNCHING CoMMITTEE. 





OBJECTS : 
The objects of this Committee are to obtain reliable 
information on the subject of Lynching and Mob Out- 
rages in America, to make the facts known and to give 
expression to public opinion in condemnation of such 
outrages in whatever way may best seem calculated to 
assist the cause of humanity and civilization. 





Lonpon, Ena. July 19, 1895. 
My Dear Mrs. Rurrin Rintey, 

I shall think of you and your friends in your 
convention beginning on the 29th, and only wish I 
could be there. You have done just what I expected 
brave, true-hearted women would do, that is, put on a 
bold front to the traducers of your race and sex. I 
am sure great good will ccme out of your discussions. 
Please let me see your paper if it contains accounts of 
it. I am most anxious to learn all particulars. 

Please also convey my expressions of sympathy to 
your friends, and make it quite clear to them that in 
sending you the letter I was convinced of its utter and 
dastardly falsehood from the first. You have a hard 
fight before you in America, but never fear, right must 
triumph, and with God on your side you are in a 
majority. 

Your loyal comrade in the cuuse, 
FLORENCE BALGARNIE. 


CricaGo, Iixs., July 29, 1895. 


To Women’s Conference, care of Mrs. Josephine 


Ruflin, Berkeley Hall: 
Our earnest greetings ! 
Our letter later. 


Success to your endeavors ! 


Ipa B. WELts, 
Woman’s Club, 


THE WOMAN’S 


LIST OF DELEGATES TO NATIONAL CON- 
FERENCE. 


Washington Colored Women's League — Mrs. Annie 
J. Cooper, Miss Ella L. Smith, Miss Lucinda Cook, 
Miss Marion P. Shadd, Mrs. Helen A. Cook. 

Omaha, Neb.— Mrs. Ella Mahammitt. 

Golden Rule Club, Cambridge— Mrs. James E. 
Wilscn. 

Salem, Mass — Mrs. Lucy Washington, Miss Annie 
Blanchard. 

Boston — Ruth Cirele, Mrs. Ruth Turner, Mrs. J. 
Hopewell. 

Working Women’s League, Providence, R. I.— Mrs. 
Hannah Greene. 

Female Benevolent Firm, Boston — Miss Elizabeth 
Smith, Mrs. M. Stephenson. 

W.A. A. U., New York—Mrs. E. E. Williams, 
Flushing, N. Y. 

St. John, N. B.— Mrs. Whetsel. 

Women’s Loyal Union of New York and Brooklyn 
— Mrs. Matthews, Mrs. Garner, Miss L. C. Carter, 
Mrs. Carmand. 

Alabama — Mrs. B. T. Washington, Miss Porter. 

B. T. Tanner Club, Chelsea — Mrs. M. C. Bond, 
Mrs. Matilda Delt, Mrs. Carrie Roberts, Mrs. Carrie 
Hopewell. 

Woman’s Era Club, Boston — Mrs. J. St. P. Rutftin, 
Mrs. Richardson, Mrs. R. P. Ransom, Mrs. Hannah 
Smith, Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. U. A. Ridley, Miss Eliza 
Gardner. 

Wayman Club, Everett— Mrs. M. C. Bond, Miss 
Ida Price. 

Newport League — Mrs. Mary Dickerson. 

Woman’s Club of St. Louis, Mo., Citizen’s of St. 
Louis, Harper W. C. T. U.— Mrs. M. F. Pitts. 

Concord Baptist Church of Christ, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
— Mrs. Katharine Maxwell, Miss Charlotte Berry. 

Woman’s Club of Jefferson City, Mo., Citizens of 
Jefferson City — Mrs. Libbie B. Anthony. 

Women’s Protective Club, Rochester, N. Y. — Mrs. 
Jerome Jeffrey. 

Belle Phoebe League, Pittsburg, Pa — Mrs. Taylor 
Aldrich. 

One thousand women of Bethel Church, New York 


— Mrs. Hannah Jones. 

Calvary Cirele of King’s Daughters, Boston — Mrs. 
G. W. Smith. 

Kk. M. Thomas Lodge, I. O. G. T., Boston — Miss 
Rachel Thompson. 

Lend-a-Hand Circle of King’s Daughters — Mrs. 
Arianna Gould. 

Gloucester A. & I. School. Cappahosic, Va.— Miss 
Susie E. Edwards. 

Woman's Club. Charleston, S. C.— Mrs. Ellen Crum. 

Clubs sending greetings — Woman’s League, Kan- 
sas City, Mo.; Woman’s Club, Los Angeles, Cal. ; 
Woman’s Club, Chicago, Ill.; Women of Toledo, 
Ohio; Woman’s Club, Denver, Col.; W.C. T. i 
Charlotte, N. C.; Cleave Circle of King’s Daughters, 
New York. 


ADDRESS OF JOSEPHINE ST. P. RUFFIN 
PRESIDENT OF CONFERENCE. 

It is with especial joy and pride that I weleome 

you all to: this, our first conference. It is only 

recently that women have waked up to the im- 


portance of meeting in council, and great as has 


been the advantaye to women generally, and im- 


portant as it is and has been that they should con- 
fer, the necessity has not been nearly so great, 
matters at stake not nearly so vital, as that wwe, 
bearing peculiar blunders. suffering under especial 
hardships, enduring peculiar privations, should 
meet for a ‘* good talk” among ourselyes.  Al- 
though rather hastily called, you as well as T can 
testify how lone and how earnestly a conference 
has been thought of and hoped for and even pre- 
pared for. These women’s clubs, which have 
sprung up all over the country, built and run 
upon broad and strong lines, have al] been a pre- 
paration, small conferences in themselves, and 
their spontaneous birth and enthusiastic support 
have been little less than Inspirational on the part 
of our women and a general preparation for a 
large union such as it is hoped this conference will 
lead to. Five years ago we had no colored 
women’s clubs outside of those formed for special 
work : to-day, with little over a month’s notice, 
we are able to call representatives from more than 
twenty clubs. It is a good showing, it stands for 
much, it shows that we are truly Ameriean wo- 
men, with all the adaptability, readiness to seize 
and possess our opportunities, willingness to do 
our part for good as other American women. 


The reasons why we should confer are so appar- 
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ent that it would seem hardly necessary to enum- 
erate them, and yet there is none of them but 
In the first 
place we need to feel the cheer and inspiration of 


demand our serious consideration. 


meeting cach other, we need to gain the courage 
and fresh life that comes from the mingling of 
congenial souls, of those working for the same 
ends. Next, we need to talk over not only those 
things which are of vital importance to us as 
women, but also the things that are of especial 
interest to us as colored women, the training of 
our children, openings for our boys and girls, how 
they can be prepared for occupations and occupa- 
tions may be found or opened for them, what we 
especially can do in the moral education of the 
race with which we are identified, our mental ele- 
vation and physical development, the home train- 
ing it is necessary to give our children in order to 
prepare them to meet the peculiar conditions in 
which they shall find themselves, how to make the 
most of our own, to some extent, limited oppor- 
tunities, these are some of our own peculiar ques- 
tions to be discussed. Besides these are the gen- 
eral questions of the day, which we cannot afford 
to be indifferent to: temperance, morality, the 
higher education, hygienic and domestic ques- 
tions. If these things need the serious considera- 
tion of women more advantageously placed by 
reason of all the aid to right thinking and living 
with which they are surrounded, surely we, with 
everything to pull us back, to hinder us_ in 
developing, need to take every opportunity and 
means for the thoughtful consideration which 
shall lead to wise action. 

I have left the strongest reason for our con- 
ferring together until the last. All over America 
there is to be found a large and growing class of 
earnest, intelligent, progressive colored women, 
women who, if not leading full useful lives, are 
only waiting for the opportunity to do so, many 
of them warped and cramped for lack of oppor- 
tunity, not only to do more but to de more; and 
yet, if an estimate of the colored women of 
America is called for, the inevitable reply, glibly 
given, is, ** For the most part ignorant and im- 
moral, some exceptions, of course, but these don’t 
count.” 

Now for the sake of the thousands of self-sacri- 
ficing young women teaching and preaching in 
lonely southern backwoods for the noble army of 
mothers who have given birth to these girls, 
mothers whose intelligence is only limited by 


their opportunity to vet al hooks. for the sake ot 





WOMAN’S ERA. 


the fine cultured women who have carried off the 
honors in school here and often abroad, for the 
sake of our own dignity, the dignity of our race, 
and the future good name of our children, it is 
‘mete, right and our bounden duty” to stand 
forth and declare ourselves and principles, to 
teach an ignorant and suspicious world that our 
aims and interests are identical with those of all 
good aspiring women. 


< 


silent under unjust and unholy charges; we can- 


Too long have we been 


not expect to have them removed until we dis- 
prove them through ourselves. It is not enough 
to try to disprove unjust charges through indi- 
vidual effort, that never goes any further. Year 
after year southern women have protested against 
the admission of colored women into any national 
organization on the ground of the immorality of 
these women, and because all refutation has only 
been tried by individual work the charge has 
never been crushed, as it could and should have 
been at the first. Now with an army of organized 
women standing for parity and mental worth, we 
in ourselves deny the charge and open the eyes of 
the world to a state of affairs to which they have 
been blind, often willfully so, and the very fact 
that the charges, audaciously and flippantly made, 
as they often are, are of so humiliating and deli- 
cate a nature, serves to protect the accuser by 
driving the helpless accused into mortified silence. 
It is to break this silence, not by noisy protesta- 
tions of what we are not, but by a dignified show- 
ing of what we are and hope to become that we 
are impelled to take this step, to make of this 
gathering an object lesson to the world. For 
many and apparent reasons it is especially titting 
that the women of the race take the lead in this 
movement, but for all this we recognize the neces- 
sity of the sympathy of our husbands, brothers 
and fathers. 

Our woman’s movement is woman’s movement 
in that it is led and directed by women for the 
eood of women and men, for the benefit of all 
humanity, which is more than any one branch or 
section of it. We want, we ask the active inter- 
est of our men, and, too, we are not drawing the 
color line; we are women, American women, as 
intensely interested in all that pertains to us as 
such as all other American women: we are not 
aleniating or withdrawing, we are only coming to 


— > 


the front, willing to join any others in the same 
work and cordially inviting and welcoming any 


others to join us. 


If there is anv one thing I would especially 
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enjoin upon this conference it is union and ear- 
nestness. The questions that are to come before 
us are of too much import to be weakened by any 
trivialities or personalities, If any differences 
arise let them be quickly settled, with the feeling 
that we are all workers to the same end, to ele- 
vate and dignity colored American womanhood, 
This conference will not be what ] expect if if 
does not show the wisdom, indeed the absolute 
necessity of a national organization of our women. 
Every year new questions coming up will prove it 
tous. This hurried, almost informal convention 
does not begin to meet our needs. it js only a 
beginning, made here in dear old Boston, where 
the scales of justice and generosity hang evenly 
balanced, and where the people ‘*dare be true” 
to their best instincts and stand ready to lend aid 
and sympathy to worthy strugglers. It is hoped 
and believed that from this will spring an organi- 
zation that will in truth bring in a new era to the 
colored women of America. 





GREETING TO THE CONVENTION. 


ALICE T. MILLER, Boston. 


We greet you with glad weleome who have come 
To share with us the fruit of garnered vears, 
To share our joys and griefs, our hopes and fears. 
To join us in this — Wisdom’s harvest — home ! 
Now may the truth we gather here become 

A treasured store, — like the golden ears 

The farmer safe bestows, ere winter nears. 

To feed his flocks withal, — that we to some 
Sad heart may comfort give, some want relieve. 
Lend hand or voice to aid some strife for Right ; 
And Jearn we with our gifts ourselves must give. 
So may we hail with joy the dawning bright 

On the fair days when all their rights receive. 


Once more, we welcome you this summer night. 


lO THE WOMAN’S ERA CLUB. 
They say the woman’s era dawns at last, 
When now this century draws near its end, 
Old notions of man’s lordship, fading fast, 
Make way for woman’s aid to help to mend 
Affairs that sorely need her presence bright ; 
Nor can it be denied, when fairly tried, 
Suffrage has proved a lover for the right 
Equally shared; for unto neither side 
Reason and sense belone, but unto both ; 
4ind where one sex doth supplement the other. 
Causes are weighed more wisely than the truth, 
Laws surely made more just for wife and mothe) 
‘* Union is strength” ; let all. not half, unite 


Brayely to war against all foes of Right ! 


A NOTEWORTHY CONVENTION. 

Boston was a fitting place to hold the first confer- 
ence of colored women that has ever been held in the 
history of the country. No one could look at their 
bright, intellectual faces and listen to their earnest 
words without feeling a new hope for the race which 
has such mothers and teachers. 

As the colored woman has been the most oppressed 
and downtrodden, so now as she comes into the light 
of the new era, she will be the leader not only to 
those of her own sex who have not yet been so favored 
but to the other. The colored race like every other, 
will rise or fall, be honored or degraded, according to 
the status of its wives and mothers, daughters and 
sisters. 

We are sure that this convention will be an inspira- 
tion to the colored women of our country, and that 
the electric impulse will be felt North and South, East 
and West. If Phyllis Wheately could only have seen 
this day! She whose star went down early in the 
eclipse of an unfortunate marriage, but whose short 
life was a dim earnest and prophecy of the heights in 
literature, science, and philososhy, which the Afro- 
American woman is yet to attain, — Woman's Voice, 
Boston. 


WOMAN’S ERA CLUB RESOLUTIONS. 

The following has been received at the Journal 
oflice: 

‘* At a special called meeting of the Woman’s Era 
Club, held Monday evening, Aug. 5, it was voted that 
inasmuch as an article which appeared in the Boston 
Journal of Aug. 1, and headed. ‘ It Made Talk,’ in 
which article the President of the convention is incor- 
rectly reported ‘to have said she was proud that she 
had no Southern blood in her veins,’ and as the said 
misstatement is calculated to work harm to the eause 
the conference was called to promote, it was, there- 
fore, 

‘* Resolved, that the Woman’s Kra Club eal] upon 
the Journal to eorrect the statement, and give the 
same prominence to the retraction as was Fiven to t 
false report. 

** ARIANNA C. Sparrow. 
** Asst. Cor. Sec Phe 


ny 


(Sioned) 


(The Journal willingly publishes the foregoing, It 
can only say that the article to which it refers was 
printed in good faith, and was based on & positive 
Statement made to its convention reporter by a person 
who claimed to have been present at the meeting re- 


ferred to. — Ed.) 
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E:DITORIAL 
TO THE WOMEN OF THE COUNTRY. 








There has just closed in Boston a conference of 


the colored women of America. This conference 
was held three days, and during that time there 
were read papers as fine as any ever produced at 
any gathering ; important matters were discussed 


earnestly and sensibly, and the large body of 


women brought together dissolved with the most 
amicable feelings toward each other. 

It is you, women north, east, south and west, 
who made it possible to hold this convention, 
which has been a marked event of the times; it 
was your ready response, your intelligent appre- 
ciation of the situation, your singleness of pur- 
pose, which made the success of this gathering. 
You may well feel pleased with the outcome of it 
all. The callers of the convention reckoned 
wisely, they knew your temper better than those 
men who, in the light of their own experience, 
predicted disastrous failure. 

But this is only a beginning. We want our 
national organization to he a model, an ideal body. 
We want it run on the broadest lines and con- 
ducted in the most intelligent manner. You have 
done well; now prepare to do better than well, 
and in this, as in all things, prove yourselves a 
shining light to your brothers. 


OUR PRESIDENT. 


Mrs. B. T. WASHINGTON. 





The selection of Mrs. B. T. Washington, of 
Tuskegee, Ala., as the president of the National 
Federation of Afro-American Women is going to 
prove beneficial in more ways than one. Putting 
aside Mrs. Washington’s personal fitness for the 
position and the advantages for the work which 
her position as a co-worker with her husband will 
give her, this choice will go further than anything 
else in uni iting the intelligent women of the North 
and South. It will cement the friendly feelings 
already existing. It will be the means of build- 
ing up in the South large clubs for sere 
race work such as already exist in the North. 
is an earnest of the single-mindedness of our 
women and a good omen of the future efficiency 
and prosperity of our organization. Under the 
leadership of Mrs. W ashington, who has devotion, 
energy, intelligence, and a large charity, no col- 
ored woman who has the interest of her race at 
heart can find excuse not to enlist. 

The Woman’s Era desires that its position in regard 
to the W. C. T. U. should be clearly defined. At the 
conference lately held in Boston a resolution endorsing 
the work and methods of the W. C. T. U. was intro- 
duced by Mrs. Anthony of Missouri, and an effort 
made to ‘‘rush” it through the convention. Mrs. 
Ridley, realizing that the majority of women present 
were unacquainted with the facts in the case, made an 
explanation, and in order that time might be gained to 
lay the matter squarely before the women, supported 
the president in her voting of the resolution as out of 
order. However, the Washington delegation pushed 
the matter, the resolution was presented and carried 
with half the women not voting and our dissenting 
voices. ‘The resolution, though passed, never ap- 
peared for record and is still missing. 

However, the matter was brought up at a special 
meeting of the Woman’s Era Club. The following 
resolutions were presented by Mrs. Ridley and unani- 
mously endorsed. 

In closing let it be understood that the editors of 
this paper stand by Mrs. Wells-Barnett squarely in 
her position on this matter and fully endorse her work. 


RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY THE WOMAN’S 
ERA CLUB, AUG. 5, 1895. 

ResotvepD, That this club, while it recognizes and 
appreciates the good work done by the W. C. T. U., 
does not hesitate to condemn that body for its position 
upon the lynch law question and to deplore that the 
latest resolution passed at the London convention 
should be in effect a condonation of lynching. 

That, in the light of the recent action of the W. C. 
T. U., the circular addressed to colored people and 
sent out first some two years ago, is misleading and 
should be withdrawn. 

RS this club, believing the attitude taken by the 

. C. T. U. is calculated to mislead foreigners as to 
the true state of affairs in the United States, calls upon 
representative colored women of the W. C. T. U. to 
be careful not to allow themselves to be included 
the company of ‘apologists for lynch law,’’ out, in 
the prosecution of their good work, let their loyalty to 
their race be known, not taken for granted. 

That this club believes that in Miss Florence Bal- 
garnie, of England, who stood so valiantly for our 
cause in the London Convention, the colored people 
have a brave and devoted friend. 
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LADY SOMERSET AND MISS WILLARD CON- 
FESS OF THEMSELVES APOLOGISTS 
FOR LYNCHING. 

If any one doubts that Lady Somerset and Miss 
Willard are ‘apologists for lynching,” let him read 
the following marked editorial, from their English 
organ, The Woman’s Signal, sent to Mrs. Ridley, 
with the above-mentioned ladies names as editors 

underscored : 

‘*The Battersea tragedy follows close upon the 
Walthamstow horror; in each instance a little girl, a 
child, is the sacrifice to man’s brutality and cruel pas- 
sion. Are these crimes growing in England? And if 
So, as it seems to us they are, where are we to look for 
the reason? Is it not in the failure to mete out justice 
to such offences? Look up the records and see how 
often capture of the offenders has utterly failed, and 
how often sentence has been commuted to inadequate 


punishment. It is such crimes and such travesties of 


Justice that have made lynching possible in the United 
States. There is little likelihood that Kngland wiil 
relapse into barbarism ; but how should we like to hear 
of societies in America formed to secure Safety of 
Person to English Female Children ?” 

We feel much satisfaction in being able to publish 
this; it settles the disputed question as to the position 
of these ladies of the W. C. T. U. on lynch law. 

The argument set forth in this republished note has 
been made so many times that it hardly calls for an 
answer now. What interests us most is the Jact that 
these ladies, out of their own mouths, convict them- 
selves and stand sclf-confessed endorsers of lynch law. 

We only make room in our alr ‘ady overcrowded 
columns for an extract from remarks on the lynching 
question by Mr. Moucure D. Conway, and published in 
the London Daily News of July 30. 

Mr. Conway’s remarks meet this matter, and with 
his refutation we let the matter pass for this issue, only 
making these points in passing : 

1. Only one fourth of the negrces annually lynched 
in these United States are ever accused of rape. 

2. The majority of. these cases have been found to 
be ** trumped up.” 

3. No negro has ever escaped punishment for this 
offence. 

4. If this lie were tiue, that the Jaw fails to punish 
the negro, then the Jaw should be attacked and the 
energies of the people directed to good government. 

9. ‘* Two wrongs never did nor never can make one 
right.” It is at least expected of reformers to recog- 
nize this truth. 

‘*LYNCHING IN THE UNITED STATES. 


‘*Mr. Moncure Conway has presented to the Anti- 
Lynching Committee his report of observations on this 
subject made during his six months’ sojourn in the 
United States. Mr. Conway, who is a native Vir- 


ginian, says that his visit greatly strengthened his 
conviction of the value and importance of the English 
Committee. There is a combination of forces in 
America tending to induce torpor with regard to the 
lynchings in the South. He has not seen in any daily 
paper of New York for several years a single editorial 
protest, of any earnestness, agaiust these atrocities. 
In Boston, the Boston Transcript, an influential even- 
ing paper, has, however, written powerfully’ on the 
subject, and in Chicago, the residence of Miss Wells, 
now Mrs. Barnett, the services of the Chicago Inter- 
Ocean have been very great. But the American eon- 
science has not been fully aroused. At the late meet- 
ing in London of the British Women’s Temperance 
Association an American speaker. Mrs. Rounds, said, 
‘If we in Amerien could only feel that when a criminal 
has been brought to trial and condemned, his sentence 
would be carried out, we should fee] very different on 


this question of lynching.’ * This,” says Mr. Conway, 
‘was a mere imposition on the Knglish women. Where 
are the instances of pardous coulrary to public Seeling? 
In all American history there has never been an instance 
of pardon for a negro violator of a white woman or 
child, That any one making sneha misleading state- 
ment in the presence of leading American women 
should not have been checked, illustrates what I have 
said, that my countrywomen are not yet awakened to 
this frightful wrong.’ ”’ 


Our August number has been delayed in order 
to give our readers the news from the conference. 
We wish that we were large enough and rich 
enough to print “altogether the splendid papers 
read on this occasion. We can only give them a 
few at a time, and feel that even in this Way our 
readers will he eager to vet them. 


——— 


We did not aim to be, but we were an object 
We hesitate 


to speak of the compliments received, but in the 


lesson and a revelation to the men. 


interest of the spread of intelligence, we must. 
We believe the hieh tributes paid us by Dr. 
Crumwell, T. T. Fortune and Booker T. Wash- 


ington were heartfelt, and just as welcome and 


Just as sweet were the hearty but inclegantly ex- 


pressed commendations of the males of our own 
household, who did not hesitate privately to tell 
us ‘* You girls are daisies,” «* we men have got to 
hustle.” 

It was hoped to print in this issue the address of 
Mrs. B. T. Washington to the Conference. Although 
promised, the copy has not yet been received, and 


after waiting several days we go to press without it. 
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SOCIAL NOTES. 
Boston. 


The Inventive Age says: ‘** The most unique of all 
inventions which will be placed on exnibition at At- 
lanta by the colored people is Miss Miriam E. Benja- 
jim’s device known as the ‘ Gong Signal Chair.’ This 
young lady inventor is at present a medical student in 
one of the colleges of the District of Columbia. She 
was born in South Carolina, and educated in Massa- 
chusetts. In 1888 the patent was issued to her, and 
soon after an improvement was added in order to 
cheapen as well as to add to the utility of the appli- 
ance. 

‘*The invention is one of those useful novelties 
suitable for chairs in hotels and restaurants, on steam- 
boats or railroad trains. It can also be used in 
theatres or legislative halls, and ,for invalids’ chairs in 
the hospitals. 

‘*The object of the invention is to mainly reduce 
the expenses by decreasing the number of attendants 
usually required for the convenience of guests; also 
to obviate the necessity of hand-clapping and loud 
calling, where the service of a page or waiter is 
needed. ‘The present system now in vogue is to have 
one attendant for about every three or four guests. 
By the use of this invention, it is claimed, one waiter 
will be enabled to attend to the wants of from twelve 
to fifteen guests.”’ 


The young and flourishing Newbury Association of 
Boston held a delightful dinner and smoke talk at the 
suburban residence of Mr. J. B. Tatum, West Med- 
ford, early last month. A score or more of the mem- 
bers were present, and shared Mr. Tatum’s hospitality 
in the way of a bountiful course dinner. Covers were 
laid for sixteen. Among the guests were Lawyer 
Clifford Plummer and Mr. Samuel Hodges, both of 
whom made encouraging and instructive addresses. 
Mr. Shirley Liggins, toastmaster, introduced the mem- 
bers in a particularly witty vein, and hearty responses 
were made to the toasts. 

The young men composing the Association are for 
the most part so progressive as to be already well 
known in connection with successful business enter- 
prises, Mr. J. B. Tatum being manager of the well- 
known catering establishment of J. R. Young, Mr. 
Clarence Robinson, associated with his father in the 
express business, and Mr. W. H. ‘Scott occupying a 
trustworthy position with the Washington Street sta- 
tioner, M. R. Warren. Besides these gentlemen the 
Association includes Mr. W. H. Wilson, president, 
Messrs. Dane and Phillips, vice-presidents, Messrs. 
King, Hawkins, W. F. Phillips, Stith, Hipkins, and 
E. S. Hodges. 


Miss Emma Wariner will remain away from Boston 
during the summer months. 


Boston has been a veritable Mecca in this, the sum- 
mer of 795. The C. E. brought a small army of visi- 
tors, and later the Conference swelled the number. 


During the early part of July, Misses Miranda Ven- 
nig and Carrie Compton of Philadelphia were in the 
city, the former the guest of Mrs. Lewis Terry ; Misses 
Cora and Gertrude Smith of Washington the guests of 
the Misses Smith of Jamaica Plain ; Miss Julia Worm- 
ley of Washington, who visited Mrs. B. R. Wilson ; 
Mrs. Ellen Cruns and Miss Ingalls of Charleston; the 
Misses Williams of Washington; Mrs. Clough of 
Worcester, Miss Murphy, Miss McCloud, and Miss 
Param of St. Louis. So many of the young and shin- 
ing lights necessarily called forth something in the 
way of social festivities. Among the occasions was 
a reception by Mrs. Terry and the Misses Smith; a 
musicale by Miss Glover; a large harbor party man- 
aged by Mrs. J. H. Lewis, an ‘‘ At Home” by Miss 
Grant, and a supper by Miss Lillian Lewis; besides 
these were numerous smaller teas, luncheons, theatre 
parties, and excursions. 


Miss Marion Shadd is spending the entire summer 
with Mrs. B. R. Wilson. Miss Shadd is studying 
geology at Harvard and most of her recreation is in 
this manner as excursions taken by the class in the 
study of rocks, ete. Mrs. Wilson has also entertained 
her brother, Mr. Bruce Evans, and Mrs. J. F. Cook 
and Miss Cook of Washington. Mrs. Cook was a 
delegate to the Conference, and both she and her 
daughter have been the recipients of much attention. 


Mrs. G. F. Grant entertained Miss Smith and Miss 
Hunter during the Conferenence week. 


Mrs. R. Jerome Jeffrey of Rochester, formerly of 
Boston has surprised and pleased her old friends by a 
visit to Boston, where she has taken up things just 
where she left; not only has she been prominent so- 
cially, but was also one of the active workers in the 
Conference. 


The Misses Baldwin have been entertaining Mrs. 
Cooper and Miss Barier of Washington and Miss 
Florence Lewis of Philadelphia. It would be hard to 
get together a group of brighter women than these, 
and it goes without saying that the group of pleasure 
trips planned by the Misses Baldwin for their guests 
which included pilgrimages to Concord and to Ply- 
mouth, and trips down the harbor and drives through 
the country were in every respect delightful. 


Miss Edwina Kiuse of Washington is also in Bos- 
ton; Miss Kruse is one of those general favorites who 
is welcomed wherever she goes. 


Miss Marie L. Burgess has only just left the work 
she is so devoted to in the Lospital at Hampton Insti- 
tute, and come on to Boston to enjoy the few remain- 
ing weeks of her vacation. 
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Among the best known and most conspicuous 
women of the convention were Mrs. Cook, Mrs. 
Matthews, and Mrs. Cooper; all of these are women 
of unusual ability, and yet each is essentially different 
from the other. Mrs. Cook, intelligent and practical, 
and although versed in parliamentary tactics — always 
a cultured lady; Mrs. Matthews, full of fire and in- 
tensity, with natural gifts as a speaker and Writer ; 
Mrs. Cooper calm, thoughtful, and analytical, —a 
woman to mould opinion, rather than a leader of men. 
Mrs. Cooper, the student; Mrs. Matthews, a born 
leader ; Mrs. Cook, the trained leader. 


Another conspicuous figure was that of Mrs. B. T. 
Washington. Mrs. Washington wins love; she is 
warmhearted and largehearted, practical and earnest. 


Miss Hunter and Miss Smith were among the 
younger members of the council, and were conspicuous 
for their culture and intelligence. 


Mrs. Williams of New York was also a notable 
figure. Mrs. Williams was ready in debate, and in 
her paper on the race work was one of those who 
‘caught ” the conference. 


The alacrity with which our gentlemen friends re- 
sponded to an invitation to address the conference one 
evening on ** political eco.omy” proves what we have 
always asserted, that intelligent people who are ear- 
nestly and honestly seeking to advance the humanities. 
are not divided by either race or sex or section. T. 
Thomas Fortune, whose position as chief editor of the 
New York Age, special writer on the New York Sun 
and Age-Herald, makes him easily the foremost among 
colored journalists, ran over from New York to show 
his interest in the woman movement, and immediately 
ran off again to his work, thus depriving the ladies of 
the W. E. C. of the chance to show him some of the 
attention they thought he deserved and they had 
planned to give him. Henry B. Blackwell hastened 
back to Boston from a Chautauguan engagement in 
New Hampshire to tell the ladies, as no other could, 
their duty and opportunity in the coming erisis in the 
cause of woman suffrage. His speech was thoroughly 
appreciated and made converts to the cause he always 
aulvocates, both among the men and women present. 
Wm. Lloyd Garrison promptly accepted the invitation, 
and as usual honored the gathering with an address as 
carefully prepared as would have been done for deliy- 
ery before the U. S. Senate. To show the position of 
the ‘*new” man on the subject of woman suffrage, 
Stanley Ruffin had been invited and was prepared to 
deliver an address on that topic, but in the pressure 
for time home folk had to take a back seat. 





The Courant’s excellent report of the convention 
deserves especial notice. 





Mrs. Marruews. 


Chairman Executive Committee. 


The Woman’s Era is not satisfied with Miss Wil- 
lard’s rather mild treatmeut of the lynching outrages 
at the South, while it recognizes the fact that ‘* Miss 
Willard is at the head of a tremendous organization, 
and in that capacity and in order to keep everything 
and everybody harmonious, is obliged to be politic, 
and for the welfare of the W. C. T. U. not to antag- 
onize any section of this country.” 

No one yields to the Woman’s Voice in its admira- 
tion of Miss Willard, but a little more vim and fire in 
her utterances on this and kindred subjects would be 
refreshing. The milk and water resolution passed at 
the London W. C. T. U. Convention that ‘*We de- 
plore the taking of life without trial,” must strike our 
Southern brethren in much the same light that ** Miss 
Feely’s whips” did Topsy, as more amusing than 
painful. — Woman’s Voice. 





SMITII. 


Hannan C, 


Recording Secretary of Conference, 
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‘PEXAS 


Cora L. Smitu, Eprror. 


Tillotson College at Austin has added a regular 
nursing department and will soon be turning out 
trained nurses. It is to be hoped that many of our 
young women will grasp this opportunity to make 
theraselves proficient in this most useful occupation. 
I believe this is the only school in the state which 
makes a specialty of nursing. Why do not our other 
large schools attempt something in this line? It does 
not require the expenditure of any amount of money 
and is far more useful and practical than so much 
fancy work and drawing, for few, very few, ever be- 
come skillful in either of these arts. 


Since the meeting of the Teachers’ Convention at 
Austin everything has settled down into a monotonous 
routine and the teachers are scattered to the four 
winds. Now is the hard part of the teacher’s lot. 
The all-absorbing question is, ‘* Shall I be successful 
in procuring a summer Normal certificate?’’ Those 
who are not spending these hot days in teaching in 
some Normal are studying for the examination, occupy- 
ing every spare moment in trying to master all the 
technicalities of each subject. It is certainly hard 
that teachers have to be called up at the most inoppor- 
tune moments for examinations. The time which 
should be civen to light realing and pleasant recrea- 
tions must be spent in the hottest weather in hard 
study. In no other profession is this the ease. There 
is little time for reading, for the text book must be 
one’s constant companion. Why cannot successful 
teachers, who have taught a certain number of years, 
be given permanent certificates? The last legislature 
repealed this act before it had been given a fair trial. 


The election of oflicers of the State Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation seems to have given entire satisfaction. There 
were few dissenting voices and little or no caucusing, 
which was somewhat unusual. The following officers 


were elected: Prof. M. H. Broyles, Pres.; F. W. 
Gross, W. M. Taylor, Miss Hattie E. Lee, B. T. Wil- 
son and Mrs. D. Abner, Jr., Vice-Pres.; Miss Cora 
L. Smith, See., and Mr. W. R. Taylor,- Asst. Sec., 
with Mr. E. L. Blackshear, Treas. The next meeting 
of the Association will be held at Corsicana. 


All of the large cities in most of the other states are 
having woman’s clubs, whose objects are to elevate 
and better the condition of women both morally and 
intellectually. Why cannot we, in Texas, have a few 
clubs? Let the leading women of each city get to- 
gether and organize and go to work for ourselves. 
We must be taught to be good mothers; must learn 
how to train up our sons and daughters, for the future 
of our race depends upon the rising generation. Much 
good is being accomplished all over the union by the 
women’s clubs, and Texas must not be behind in the 
march of progress. 

The last of the summer Normals opened on the 16th 
of July and will close on the 16th of August. It was 
a happy thought of Mr. Carlisle’s to have two exami- 
nations, one in July and one in August. It gives 
teachers two chances to win certificates, which is cer- 
tainly encouraging to those who fall by the way. 


We are all glad that our little friend, Mrs. Wright 
Cuney, is at last convalescing. She has been so ill as 
to cause grave fears of her recovery, but now there 
seems little doubt that she will soon be around among 
us again. Miss Maud is already looking much more 
cheerful, as is also Mr. Cuney and Lloyd. 


June weddings were numerous and aristocratic this 
year. That of Dr. W. T. Green, of Bryan, to Miss 
Leonora Bowers, of Galveston, was one of the most 
pleasing affairs of the season. The bride was most 
charming and even more graceful than usual. The 
presents were most costly and numerous. 


Many fine papers prepared for the conference re- 
mained unread; we might have been in session a week 
and then not have exhausted ourselves. Mrs. Luellan 
Williams, who is known to our readers as an able 
writer, sent a paper; Miss Ella Spencer’s interesting 
paper on Art remained unread, as also did Mrs. Felts’ 
on Social Purity, Mrs. Anthony’s and Mrs. Pitts’, both 
on Race Work, and Mrs. Ridley’s on What We Need 
for a More Equable Development. 

The papers especially prepared for the conference 
would make a creditable book, and although it is only 
possible for the Era to print them singly, or at most 
doubly, it is hoped that in some way or other, at some 
time or other, they may all be collected in one volume. 


The sessions of the conference were brightened and 
lightened by some excellent music. Among contrib- 
utors were Mrs. A. C. Sparrow, Miss Fisher, the 
Woman’s Era _ protege, Miss Goines, Mr. Moses 
Hodges and Mr. Geo. L. Rutlin. 
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ILLINOIS. 


FanNig Barrier WILLIAMs, Epiror. 


Colored graduates from 





Western schools, colleges, 
| and universities this year 
seem to be exceptionally 
humerous and have ex- 
cited an amount of favor- 
able comment from the 
public press that cannot 
fail to affect public opinion 
to a considerable extent. 
The one thing to be es- 
pecially noted is the faet 
that those great Journals which were once so 
hostile or disrepectful in all their references to 
colored people are now eager and pronounced in 
their encouragement and splendid estimate of the 
present worth and possibilities of the Negro race. 
As to the rights and Wrongs of colored people, 
there is no longer any distinction between Demo- 
cratic and Republican Journals in the North. In 
this respect we have made a decided gain in our 
struggles to cultivate and win a favorable public 
Opinion. 
hitherto hostile and unfriendly papers of telling 


the truth about us will inevitably beget amone 


< 


their readers the practice of doing justly. 

The public is being gradually educated up to 
the feeling that the American Negro is a very 
interesting person in his self-emancipating efforts. 
There is so much of pathos, of desperate triumphs 
and tragic disappointments in every achievement 
of the race that the onlooking world cannot. fai] 
to be moved with wholesome interest. This 
interest. will certainly increase and deepen with 
each year of our advancement, and become more 
and more allied to the kindly forces that are 
subtly working out our destinies, 

Referring again to colored graduates from 
Western institutions, especial mention should be 
made of Mr. Charles Winter Wood who received 
This is 


a case where a college degree contains more 


a B. A. from Beloit College, Wisconsin. 


meaning than can be expressed in its perfunctory 
Latin and official signatures of president and 
When Charles Winter Wood was gath- 


ered from the street gaumimins of Chicago and sent 


faculty. 


to Beloit College some years ago, hope ol liis 


recovery from the blight of his associations 
When he left Beloit the 


seemed ridiculous. 


This growing habit on the part of 


other day, polished, fluent, full of honors, and 
with the unstinted acclaim of the gathered thou- 
sands about him, his degree seems trifling when 
compared to his achievements. 

To say that Mr. Wood's especial distinetion is 
his histrionie powers, may seem to cheapen his 
worth, beeause false standards have given a 
Wwearying prominence to so many ** barn-storm- 
ers”! It is not too much to say that these 
so-called ** dramatic readers ” eay sustill no sort 
of comparison to Charles Winter Wood. 

ight years ago the present Mr. Wood was 
discovered as « Charley ” by Judge Jarvis Blume 
of this city, a» man of fine literary taste, and a 
man full of chivalric kindness of disposition. At 
the time of discovery Mr. Wood was a hopeless 
and almost homeless little urchin, but could 
imitate Irving with wonderful accuracy and 
Judge Blume immediately decided 
Ile took the 
boy to his office and got him to recite from 


appreciation. 
that he had found a rough diamond, 
Shakespeare to a company of gentlemen. Kvery 
one was astonished, and after that actors and 
literary men, notably the late Prof. Dayid Swing, 
heard him in parlors and testified to his excep- 
tional gifts. Interest in his education became 
manifest and finally a Mr, Hanson, a wealthy 
gentleman of this city, gladly assumed all re- 
sponsibility for his proper education and has kept 
him in the Wisconsin Institution during the past 
seven years. 

While in college he won nearly all the prizes in 
the college oratorical contests. In the Greek 
tragedy, ** Oedipus Rex,” performed by the stu- 
dents at Beloit and Chicago, Mr. Wood took the 
title role and scored an extraordinary triumph. 
The dramatic critics ip Milwaukee and Chicago 
papers pronounced his rendition ‘¢ phenomenal.” 
In voice, facial aptitudes, grace of movement and 
dramatic feeling, Mr. Wood js surprisingly gifted, 
It is not enough to say that he is not equalled in 
America by any of his race, 

In deference to the wishes of his generous 
benefactor, Mr. Wood has decided. to take a 
theological course in Princeton. To those who 
have seen and heard him there is an instant wish 
that he might be given the utmost opportunity to 
develop his dramatic gifts. He is a gentleman 
of such splendid rectitude of character, so refined 
in taste and culture-bent, that nothing would be 
too high to hope for him on the stage, were he 
but untrammeled by the ty ranny of American 
prejudice, 
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We Chicago women feel more or less ashamed 
in not being represented in the Boston Confer- 
ence. The coming together of our representative 
women for high purposes is important enough to 
make us feel deeply concerned in the outcome. 
The character of the women who have been able 
to respond to the call inspires the absent ones 
with contidence that the Conference will mean 
much to every cause of peculiar interest to 
colored women. With such women it is not too 
much to hope that the Conference will set in force 
influences that will reach in their helpfulness the 


farthest contines of colored women's needs. 


The Woman’s Clubs throughout the country 


are furnishing our women with the right kind of 


training for organic work. Out of these clubs 


must come women strong in the elements of 


leadership for any cause having in it the spirit 


und purpose of reform. 
Heaven grant to our sisters in council the 
inspiration to see and point the way that leads to 


au sweeter realization of the blessed privileges of 


a purer womanhood ! 


The foulness of the Missouri seribbler may be 
the ignoble cause of a combination of womanly 
influences that will mark an epoch in the advance- 


ment and moral assertion of Negro womanhood. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Dora J. Cote, Epiror. 

Pirrspure, July 13. 1895. 
; 
| unusual interest to the col- 
ored people oft Pitisbure 
and vicinity. The ocea- 
sion of this interest was 
the convention of the Wo- 
Wan Ss Mite Missionary So- 
clety of the Third Ke pisco- 


Some of the 


pal District. 





most distinguished divines 
of the A. M. EK. church, 
noted professors and many 
of the brightest women of the race were in the 
city ; 114 delegates were present. The seeretary 
reported over S1L,000 collected during the vear hy 
small contributions. Reports from the various 
societies were most encouraging and marked great 


advancement in the work during the past year. 


July 4th to 7th was of 


At the first session welcome addresses were 
made by Rev. 1. W. Ross, Mrs. Gracie P. Offer, 
Mrs. D. 5. Bently, Rev. W. H. Brown. 
were responded to by Rev. Ransom of Cleveland, 
Mrs. S. T. Mitchell of Wilberforce, Mrs. Rosa 
Johnson of Cleveland, Bishop Arnett, Dr. Der- 
rick. A letter of welcome from Mayor Mclenna 


These 


was read. Most of the next three days was spent 
in hearing papers and discussing questions rela- 
tive to the work of this society. 

That the association is far from partial in its 
missionary efforts needs no further proof than the 
importance paid the subjects, ‘* Our West Indian,” 
‘¢ Our Indian Mission,” ** Our Librarian Mission.” 
Very able papers on these subjects were read by 
Miss Anderson, Mrs. Cealiman and Mrs. Hicks. 
‘©The Short Line to the Redemption of Africa ” 
was treated in a very original way by Mrs. Ran- 
som of Cleveland. She said the ladies are col- 
lecting money to bring native Africans to this 
country to be educated and return to teach their 
own people. She iived in joyful anticipation of 
the time when the colored women of Africa and 
the colored women of America would clasp hands 
at the foot of the cross. A very beautiful talk, 
full of inspiration to the younger women, was that 
of Miss Lizzie Jackson of Wilberforce, who told 
of ** Woman’s Work inthe Mission Field.” Mrs. 
Draper and Mrs. Thurman were always entertain- 
ing and instructive in any discussion. It was a 
rare treat and one fully appreciated to have at the 
same time and for three successive days our own 
Bishop Arnett, Dr. Derrick and President 5S. T. 
Mitchell of Wilberforce. 

One very noticeable feature of the convention 
and worthy of commendation was the harmonious 
spirit that prevailed throughout the meeting. It 
was undoubtedly a gathering of Christian workers 
intent upon doing the bidding of the Master. We 
are glad to have had such a gathering of intelligent, 
zealous, Christian women among us. Their pres- 
ence has been cheering and inspiring. 

The following are the officers for the ensuing 
year: Pres., Mrs. Gracie P. Offer; Cor. Sec., 
Mrs. Anderson of Drayton, C Ree. See., Miss 
Lizzie Jackson of Wilberforce; Asst. Ree. Sec., 
Mrs. D. S. Bently of Allegheny ; Treas., Mrs. 8S. 
T. Mitchell of Wilberforce. 

Mamie S. DamMmonp. 


THE WOMAN’S ERA is on sale and can _ be ob- 
tained of BEUNKE, STATIONER, 
550 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., CAMBRIDGE. 
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OHIO. 


SADA J. ANDERSON. EDITOR. 


July was a month of 


conventions. We haye 
been busily engaced every 
day since the glorious 
Fourth. 


Our Woman’s Mite Mis- 
sionary Convention which 
met in Pittsbure, Pa.. was 
well attended and = epand 
SUCCESS followed OU Mcet- 
ine, Surely this org@ani- 
zation of women of. the 

Third Episcopal District is doing a noble work for 
humanity. We were highly honored with our 
own fearless Bishop Arnett and the iIndefationble 
Dr. Derrick. 


sellors when our own storehouse of knowledge 


These two were our timely coun- 
failed to meet the demand. After avery pleasant 
four day’s session of reviewing the work of the 
past year and formulating plans for the future, we 
very reluctantly took leave of one another, feeling 
that the convention was a success from the open- 


ing song to the fond benediction. 


We had no more than reached home and he- 
come partially rested before we were ready to be 
offagain to our S. S. Institute at Hamilton, Ohio. 
This institute is not composed of women alone. 
but to lookers on it would seem as though the 
women had the day there. Owing to the absence 
of our president, Rey. Priolean, the first vice, 
Miss Jessie Henderson, presided, and for the im- 
partial way in which she ruled she Was elected 
Miss Henderson 


is quite young, a graduate of the hieh school and 


president for the ensuing year, 


normal of Springtield, Ohio, and a student of 


Wittenberg College of the same place. She is a 
power for “ood among our people and as bold as 
On the second day 


a lion in upholding the rieht. 
L 


of our institute it » lorded us unbounded pleasure 


to welcome the fraternal] delegate from the South- 
ern Ohio Institute in the person of Miss Minni. 
Moore, who came bringing freectines from the 


sister institute. After three days’ successful laboy 


the convention adjourned to the banquet room. 
Where, beneath palms and amone flowers and 
happy faces, we lingered until the approach of thi 
** wee sma’” hours. 

Time is fleeting. The conference of noble 


4 


women is now 4 thine of the past, and although if 


» 
» 


was not our good fortune to clasp the hand of 
those who dare stand up for our womanhood. 
when recording the names of. all the rest may 
ours stand out in bold relief as that of Abon Ben 


Adhern. 
LITERATURE DEPARTMENT 
Mrpora W. Govutp. 


of Hall 


Caine’s latest novel, « The 


The SCCHE 


Shadow of a Crime.” js 
Mneland, and the time is 
Che Enelish Restoration, 
It is a story of the many 
lives upon whieh — the 
shadow of the erime has 
has fallen, and though 
perhaps not quite as good 
as his three celebrated 
novels, ** The Deemster,” 
‘The Bondinan,” and «« The Manxman,” is. suffi- 
ciently good to make a name for its author had 
these never been written. The hero, Ralph Ray, 
like all of Hall Caine’s heroes is a fine, strong, 
self-sacrificing man, who is ready to surrender 
his happiness to another: and his heroine, after 
deciding which of the two brothers she loves, 
sets about delivering him from a fearful suspicion 
in which she finally succeeds, 


Says the «© Twentieth Century”: «* The cause 
of social reform in this country is immensely 
indebted to [Towells, 
value. He has the ear of all that is best and 


most cultured in. this republic. 


Ilis work is of priceless 


[In preaching 
socialism to his countrymen our ereatest living 
author has conferred a service upon his native 
land of which the value cannot but increase with 
the passing years.” 

“A Madonna of the Alps,” 
tion of German hetion is translated into Knelish 


by Nathan Haskell] Dole. Its deep romMAnece and 


a recent publiea- 


dramatic episodes together with  jfts CXQUISILE 


] 


local descriptions make for its nuth ir. B. Schultze- 
Smidt, a hieh place in the ranks of the novelist, 
It is a story travels in the 
falls in wit vhom a cloud of 
nnd trouble The wife is 

of having killed hey child, whieh in 
mulify died by ar cident yy her sweetness 
of disposition anid atient enduranes of false 


avecusation awakens a mor than passinge interest 
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on the part of the artist-hero. He finally brings 
about a reconciliation between her and her hus- 
band, whose love had also become estranged. 
To the husband, too, he renders great service by 
removing from his mind the fear that he, in his 
duties as an Alpine guide, was responsible for the 
loss of one of a party whom he was conducting 
on a dangerous expedition. 


‘¢The Girl from the Farm,” an English story 
hy Miss Gertrude Dix, is the story of a young 
woman with a university education, and a great 
longing for some sort of philanthropic work in 
which to distinguish herself. She, however, can- 
not see work ready to her hand in her own family 
which she could have done with great benefit to 
herself and others. 


The International Education Series has been 
augmented by a translation of Frederic Fraebet’s 
‘* Pedagogies of the Kindergarten,” by Josephine 
Jarvis. It is designed to aid mothers as well as 
teachers in developing the mind of the young 
child. 

Mr. Crawford’s latest novel, ‘«* The Ralston’s,” 
is better liked in England than in this country. 
It has run through its first edition there.’ 

‘*One Fair Daughter,” by Mr. Frank Frank- 
fort Moore, 1s an interesting love story, though 


somewhat sentimental and sensational. 


ry . . 
‘* The of Parliamentary 
Law” is a safe-guide and great comforter to 


Woman’s Manual 


women in their efforts to know more of the man- 


agement of public affairs. Every club woman 


should have one for reference. 





© ALIFORNIA. 


. Winwte Layton, Eprror. 





op) 








California is so faraway, 
and from Boston seven 
days’ mail, therefore news 
by mail, which has beeome 
stale in eastern circles, is 
fresh to us behind = the 
Rockies. To here offer 
vood wishes for the sue- 
cess of the convention 
would be out of date, for 





before this appears in print 
the convention will have 
adjourned and the life of its good work begun. 
Jacks’ letter here and probably elsewhere received 


as much consideration as the laudable call to con- 
vention — possibly that too was wisdom’s way. 
Said one of our women: ‘* No one better knows 
than Jacks that the assertions in his letter are 
false. I do not fear his power to proselyte to his 
letter wording, believers from those who have not 
‘grown up in the wild and woolly west,’ as I do 
fear the intimidation of many who might become 
part and parcel of public sentiment, condemning 
the unjust treatment of the negroes of this coun- 
try. Our own boasted locality has recently dem- 
onstrated the sort of intimidating influences on a 
small seale that I argue.” 

‘¢T neither agree nor fully comprehend your 
argument,” interrupted our dear little enthusiast, 
tiptoeing to a covert height. 
tent Jacks’ letter zs true. 


‘¢To a certain ex- 
A story that is partly 
true is harder to contradict than one wholly un- 
true. I think individual efforts to higher and 
hetter living, voiced here and there in a quiet way 
through the medium of the press, will more 
effectually overcome the belief in such charges 
than these short-lived excitements. Though the 
convention may do some good, it is a splendid 
opportunity.” 

‘¢ Jacks’ reflections are no more true of us than 
of other races, not as much,” continued the first 
speaker in our group, tenacious of her view of the 
situation, and as if interrupted. ‘* We are aware 
of what followed the lecture of Rev. O. Summers, 
first negro chaplain of the late Cal. Assembly, 
protesting against the one blot now on the statute 
books of our state, the law making unconstitu- 
At the close of the lec- 
ture one of our influential white divines, stirred 
by honest conviction and approval for every 
effort to elevate the moral condition of our state, 


tional mixed marriages. 


in bold and strong words condemned class legisla- 
tion and evidenced his influence to assist in strik- 
ing from the California code the word ‘black’ or 
‘negro and mulatto’ as it actually reads. In a 
few days after, you remember, appeared in one of 
our dailies a letter from an M.D., not as vile in 
slander of our morals as Jacks’, but every whit as 
deeply colored with contemptible prejudice, I may 
even say blasphemous, for he attempted to base 
his illogical logic on God’s. word. The white 
divine knew then, I believe he feels yet, that he 
spoke truth, but the M.D.’s criticism was stinging 
and severe, he became personal; the white divine 
had to reply. He did not entirely retract his 
former statements, neither did be sustain them — 


was intimidated, Expediency in his situation 


THE 
wrote a different explanation. Do you sabe my 
argument now ?” 

While we were for the second silently absorbed 
in thought, an old ’49er looked over her spees and 
suid: ** Girls, I dunno how that Jauck’s letter hez 
struck other places, but my pinion is, that letter 
should he follered by er few mo jess like it; itll 
do good yit; bitter medicine is somctimes the 
best. That letter hez struck Los Anguls frum 
centre to circle in the way uv studin our gineral 
It shows you it is more’n talk an’ rezolu- 
tions. Nothin’ but lively intrust, hard work, 
backed with dollars, ‘llovercum sich things, An’ 
avuther thing no good, that letter hez horned 
more ‘race’ (?) men and womin then ever we 


good. 


knew we hed, since I crossed the plains.” 


The press has attracted a great deal of attention 
to the defense of a notorious criminal of Philadel- 
phia, whose mother has tried to secure executive 
clemency for him on the plea of inherited criminal 
tendency. She pleads that he is not responsible 
for his acts, that she, the mother, is; that she 
was forced by cruel treatment from his father, 
before the son’s birth, to steal from the father’s 
pockets money for her actua! sustenance. She 
writes: ‘* Thus I went through all the brain sen- 
sations of a daring burglar, even such as I am 
informed you have become. Shortly after that 
you were born, and | firmly believe you came 
into the world a thief, owing to that crime-like 
though necessary practice of mine.” Medical 
science asserts and has proven that mothers influ- 
ence the character of their children before they 
are born, and such a plea, while new as an argu- 
ment of defense, is worthy of serious considera- 
tion, especially to colored women in view of the 
fact of the serious charges made against us. 
Sacred should be esteemed the privileges of 
motherhood and jealously guarded, that only the 
noblest and best influences be exercised in the 
formation of the child’s character before its birth, 
As some one has said, ‘* The successful reforma- 
tion of a nation is begun before ‘it is born.’ 


The comments of the local press on the success- 
ful rendition of the sparkling operetta, «« New 
Flower Queen,” classes it so far above ordinary 
social events, that our letter would be incomplete 
Without its mention. 
‘‘crow feet” age signs are elated over compli - 


Those of us bemoaning our 
ments, ** you girls were just lovely.” How could 
it have been other than a success under the able 
direction of Mrs. Harry Reed ? 


WOMAN'S ERA. 


‘THE OPEN GouRT 


Mrs. N. F. Mosseii, Eprror. 


To the various friends who have kindly sub- 
scribed for the Era through this department, | 
desire to say that the receipts for all subscriptions 
will be mailed or otherwise placed in their pos- 
session sometime during the month of September. 
A number of petty illnesses and absence from the 
city for two months has prevented me attending 
promptly to various business matters, and has 
also prevented my attendance at the National 
Womans’ Convention, or even representation by 
ti paper on some subject worthy of the occasion. 
It is my very earnest hope that many friends wil] 
send in their names as subseribers for the Era, 
beginning with the September issue. Those de- 
siring to secure the Convention or August issue 
may state the fact when sending their subscrip- 
tion, 


Mrs. J. F. A. GARDINER, 
128 Alder St., Pittsfield, Mass. 


Will accommodate a few private boarders during the summer 


months. Five minutes walk from maple woods. Terms 


reasonable. 
Wholesale and Retail 


F. A. GREENLEAF, salle and 
PAPER HANGINGS, 


51 Court Street, 
Near Scollay Square, 


MRS. H. L. KEMP. 


Artistic Dressmaking and Millinery, 
179 FRANKLIN AVENUE, 
Near Myrtle, BROOKLYN, N, Y. 


Imported styles always on hand, 
Competent dressmakers aly ays in attendance. 


BOSTON. 
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ATL ANTA “UNIVERSITY, ALTANTA, GA. 


REV. HORACE BUMSTEAD, D. D. President. 


Bi NHIS Institution trains and sends out a superior class of teachers and leaders for 
work among the Freedom of the South. It solicits the attendance of intelli: gen 
and earnest young men and women, and contributions from those w ho are willing to 


help towards their education. Write to the President. 


BOTON 


Condensed Milk (Co's 


Plain condensed (unsweetened) Milk is the 
best known food for infants. Best article 
in the world for ; a cup of coffee. Sold in 
jars at the office, 24 Park Sq., Boston 
Delivered three times per week. 


ENDORSEMENT. 

I have used the plain condensed milk and found 
it worked like a miré vale in tr: insforming my we ak, 
puny baby into strong, plump one, after all other 
foods had failed 

MRS. McGILL, 


10 Lindall Place, Boston. 


THE AMERICAN WRINGER co. 








SUBSCRIBE FOR 


MRS. CASNEAU'S GUIDE 


a, pan 


ARTISTIC 
Dress Cutting and 
Making. 


It_ is entirely original and is sure 
to satisfy a long felt want of young 
dressmakers, women who do their sew- 
ing at home, and those who anticipate 
learning the trade as the means of 
gaining a livelihood. 

The book is Self-teaching and can 
be used with any system or with paper 
patterns. 

The order of arrangement places 
the rules where they will come in reg- 
ular order for cutting and making | au 
gown. In fact, the aim has been to 
make the work eminently practical for 
the average woman. 

Liberal inducements to agents 
everywhere. 

For further information and cir- 
culars, send stamp to 


Mr. Elmer E. Casneau. 


MANAGER, 


9 Creenwich St., 
HBosTrom, DMAss. 





BRANCH STORE, 
13 & 15 BROADWAY EXTENSION, 
Boston, Mass. 
Manufacturers of Clothes Wringers. 


All kinds of Wringers and Sweepers repaired. 
Orders by mail promptly attended to. 








E. A. LIBBY, 


New goods received by steamer every week, We never have un opening, 


Always ready to show goods. 


- MILLINERY - 


The old reliable house retains the same stand, 


19 Temple Place, - - 


Boston. 





— THE — S 
IN IW WORLD 
TYPEWRITER. 





o 
Price, $15.00. 
A useful and elegant present for ladies and gentlemen. 
Over 100,000 in use. 


Perfectly simple, practical and durable. 

No $100 machine can do better work, 

Writes 77 characters. Capitals and small letters. 
Never gets out of order. Perfect alignment aiways. 
No instruction required. 


SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE. 


The Typewriter Improvement Co. 
4K Post Office quara, - BO TON, Mass. 


Amemts WW. arated, 


POINT PLEASANT 


Will be opened June 1 to accommodate a 
few select boarders. 
For terms address 
MRS, E. E. CRISPELL, 


WEST STOCKBRIDGE, Mass, 
P. O. Box 45. 


THE WOMAN'S PRA. 


THE SUCCESS OF THE SEASON 
MRS. N. F. MOSSELL’S BOOK. 


ort APRO-AMERICAN Wowan 


The First Edition has been nearly exhausted. An edition of 5000 
is to be issued March 1st. 
“Above all, let the negro know that the elevation of his race ean come only and 

will come surely through the elevation of its women.”—Senator Geo. F. Hoar, 

Miss Emma K. White, one of Chester's most successful teachers, says: « The vol- 
ume entitled The Work of the Afro-American Women is A great success at this point.” 

Miss Julia Songow, Germantown, Pa.- “T have sold seventy-five copies ot the Work 
of the Afro-American Woman within two weeks.” 

Mrs. Jennie Euola Johnson of Camden, N. J.: “TI have been very successful in my 
canvass of The Work of the Afro-American Woman.” 


Agents Wanted. Liberal Inducements Offered. 
Let students at colleges, teachers who desire to canvass during the summer, apply at 
once. Very many agents in these two fields of ettort have already done well. 
Price, Red or Brown Cloth, 75 cents, White and Gold. si. 


Apply to Mrs. N. F. MOSSELL. 


L432 Lombard Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


HOUSEKEEPERS SHOULD SEE THE NEW “Violets ; and (ther Tales.” 
Fi bre Carpet. A Collection of Short Stories and Poems. 





By ALICE RUTH MOORE. 
A Soft, Pliable, Odorless Matting, aves 4 

Warm in Winter, Cool in Summer. In Paper Covers, SOc.; Cloth, $1.00. 
An Ideal Sanitary Chamber Carpet AGENTS WANTED. 

FoR ALL THE YEAR ROUND, Apply to ALICE RUTH MOORE, 

Sews together and turns under. . ; 
Does not break or require binding, 1924 Palmyra Street New Orleans, La. 
No odors or germs of disease, COPIES FOR SALE aT 
Insects de not trouble it. ‘ Office of Woman’s Era, 103 Charles St., Boston. 
Heavy furniture does not break it. 


Double faced ~ double wear, HOWARD UNIVERSITY. 


Artistic colors — Stylish designs. : : | 
We cordially invite inspection, \ ashineton, D. C a4 July bs 1595. 


HODGES FIBRE CARPET Co. Furnishes instruction in the following de- 
partments and courses: 

Theological, Medical. Dental, Pharma- 
ceutical, Legal, College, Preparatory, Nor- 
mal, Musical, and Manual Training, inelud- 
ing practice in carpenter shop, printing office, 
book bindery, tin shop and sewing school. 

All students have the privilege of library 
BOARDING AND LODGING and reading room without extra charge. 

Tuition free in all courses except Medical 
FIRST CLASS. ‘ 
Dental and Pharmaceutical. 


MRS. W. H. YOUNG, ‘Term opens September 18. 


No. 1208 Pine Street, Philadelphia. J. FE. RANKIN, D.D., LL.D. 
PRIVATE DINING ROOM. I. B. JOHNSON. President 


Manufacturers and Patentees, 


SO Essex St. (cor. Chauncey) Boston, Mass. 


secretary. 








28 THE WOMAN’S ERA. 


Homes for the People! 


IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, 
THE ITALY OF AMERICA. 


LANDS WITHIN REACH OF POOR MEN'S MEANS. 


The Fruitland Colony Company, 


Of LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, Have placed upon the market 
20,000 ACRES 20,000 


Of the finest land on earth, which they intend to colonize with colored people, and at 
prices within reach of men of small means. In order to induce investments in these lands 
we offer 2,000 acres to the first settlers at $20 per acre and guarantee to deliver water 
to each 20 acres sold, sufficient for irrigation. These lands lie 60 miles north from Los 
Angeles, and 7 miles from the Southern Pacific R. R., and consist of a rich friable loam, 
being of sedimentary formation mingled with decomposed granite. The soil is from 4 to 
50 feet deep, and is capable of producing everything on earth that grows in this land of 
wonderful production. 

It lies at an altitude of 2,500 feet above sea level and is peculiarly the land of the olive 


and almond. 
SMAI FAR WS 


are the rule in Southern California and more profit can be realized from 20 acres here than 
on 160 acres in the East. 


AFTER 2,000 ACRES HAVE BEEN SOLD 


the price will be $35.00 per acre. 
It is not an unusual thing for trees in bearing to yield 


From S100 to $1000 per Acre. 


These lands have perfect title and will be sold for one-third cash, balance one, two and 
three years, with interest at 6 per cent per annum. 
Full information will be given by applying to 


H. A. PIERCE, President, or T. M. GIBSON, Secretary, 


Room 37, Bryson Block, Los Angeles, California. 


